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JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Smith  cites  responsibility 
at  Sunday  School  week 

story  and  photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 


SBC  gifts  hit 
$10  million 
for  second  time 


Vince  Smith  told  more  than  200  Sunday  School  leader:  caring  and 
participants  in  the  fourth  of  four  Sun-  loving,  teaching  and  witnessing,  and 
day  School  Leadership  Conferences  outreach. 

at  Gulfshore  about  hearing  of  a  boy  He  said  that  being  a  Sunday  School 
who  hadn’t  been  in  Sunday  School  for  teacher  is  “far  more  than  opening  the 
months.  The  teacher  was  getting  Bible.”  He  added  a  person  shouldn’t 
ready  to  drop  him  from  the  roll.  take  the  job  “if  you’re  not  wilUng'for 
Smith,  now  pastor  of  15th  Avenue  your  phone  to  ring  at  deepdark  hours 
Baptist  Church,  Meridian,  went  to  . . .  (with  children)  if  you  can’t  stoop 
see  the  boy.  The  boy’s  grandmother  down  and  look  at  them  eye  to  eye . .  . 
answered  the  door.  “We  buried  his  (with  preschoolers)  if  you  think  the 
mother  today,”  she  told  Smith,  and  it  work  is  just  changing  wet  diapers 
all  fell  into  place.  TTie  boy’s  erractic  . . .” 

attendance  had  been  because  of  his  Smith  said  that  “Our  people  are  bi- 
staying  with  the  grandmother  when  blically  illiterate.”  He  said  that  using 
the  mother  was  in  the  hospital.  Smith  theBible  as  the  basic  text.  Smith  said 
told  the  group  at  Gulfshore,  “If  you  it  is  a  believable  book  that  tells  of  the 
can  drop  them  (from  the  Sunday  “weaknesses  of  people  who  are  just 
School  roll )  you  can  forget  them,  then  like  me,”  it’s  infallible  and  inerrant, 
they  don’t  haunt  you,”  said  Smith.  God-breathed,”  and  “a  personal  let- 
Smith  preached  three  messages  to  ter  to  you  from  God.” 
the  group  at  Gulfshore  which  was  re-  Smith  noted  that  the  responsibility 
ceiving  leadership  training  for  Sun-  is  to  reach  out  to  people  but  not  being 
day  School  wOTk.  Each  message  of  discouraged  by  the  response.  In  visi- 
Smith  related  to  their  Sunday  School  tation,  “people  assume  that  folks 
leadership  responsibilities.  know  where  the  church  is  and  that 

Smith  said  that  there  are  three  they’ll  come  if  they  want  to.”'rhat  is 
areas  of  importance  in  being  a  good  not  true,  said  Smith. 


^  ^  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP )-The 

r  second  110 million  month  in Coopera- 

^  '  V  j  tive  Program  history  has  boosted  the 

^  national  unified  budget  of  the  South- 

■■  em  Baptist  Convention  to  $90.6  mill- 
^  ^  ^  ion  after  10  months  of  the  fiscal  year. 

r— receipts  for  the  worldwide 
niission  and  Vocational  programs  of 

.  JHE  the  SBC  were  $10,030,979,  the  second 

T  highest  one-month  figure  the 

year  history  of  the  Cooperative  FYog- 

.■s. , - .  ns  ram  Last  January’s  mark  of 

Randy  and  Lynda  Oswalt,  and  their  daughters  Jennifer,  11,  and  Jill,  8,  were  $10,233,923  is  the  leader, 
among  more  than  200  who  attended  the  last  of  four  sessions  of  Sunday  School  'The  July  1964  figures  represent  an 
Leadership  Training  at  Gulfshore  this  summer.  He  is  a  Sunday  School  director  83  percent  increase  in  five  years, 

and  she  a  teacher  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg.  July  1979  contributions  were 

The  Southern  state  con- 

the  programs  have 

the  (Operative  to  four 

its  months 

January.  March 

f  I  the  third  month  June 

(S9  444  million)  is  fifth.  January  1963 
($9,541)  fourth. 

After  10  months  of  the  1983-84  fiscal 

j  gfg  year,  the  national  Cooperative  Prog- 

V  \  ram  is  6.29  percent  ($5,664,372  mill- 

ion)  the  same  period  in 

r\^9  1982-83.  Even  though  the  figures  are 

well  of  the  present  rate 

^  i  incomeislikely  to  fall  short  of  budget 

income. 

In  order  to  underwrite  the  1963-84 

L  ;  budget  of  $114.5  million,  contribu- 

\  tions  would  have  to  average  more 

^  \  than  $11.8  million  in  August  and  Sep- 

tember,  the  final  months  of  the  fiscal 
•  year. 

Howard  and  Alberta  Brewer  of  First  Church,  Madison,  talk  with  Vince  Smith,  The  mission  boards  of  the  Southern 
pastor  of  15th  Avenue  Church,  Meridian.  Smith  was  the  Bible  study  leader  during  Baptist  (Convention  stand  to  lose  the 

Sunday  School.week.  speaking  on  the  responsibilities  of  a  Sunday  School  most  since  the  vast  majority  of 

leader.  (Cooperative  Program^  cVtributions 

are  budgeted  to  them.! 


Oxford  study 
to  f(>cus  on 
South  s  reliffi 


A  conference  on  “Religion  in  the 
South”  will  be  held  at  the  University 
of  Mississippi  Oct.  3-5,  in  Oxford. 

Historians  and  other  scholars  will 
present  papers  exploring  the  South’s 
dominant  evangelical  Protestant 
tradition;  the  black  religious  tradi¬ 
tion;  the  experiences  of  Catholics, 
Jews,  and  Protestant  sectarians;  the 
role  of  churches  in  society;  and  the 
relationship  between  religion  and 
politics  in  the  region. 

The  opening  session  will  be  at  8 
p.m.  Oct.  3. 


Eileen  Burge,  of  Grace  Memorial  Church,  Gulfport,  plrw  a  cloak  on  Cliff  Barker  Deborah  and  Huey  Dedmon  take  a  watarn]^on  break  during  Sunday  School 
of  Flora  Church,  Flora.  She  was  a  teacher  with  the  children's  program  at  Week  at  Gulfshore.  Watermelon  was  a  latefwbht  snack  for  participants.  He  is 
Gulfshore  Sunday  School  Week,  he  was  portraying  "Disciple  No.  2”  In  an  enact-  youth  minister  at  McLaurin  Heights  Church,  Pearl,  she  an  outreach  leader  for 
ment  of  "The  Woman  at  the  Well."  adults. 
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State  missions  needs  real 


Missions  provide  the  drumbeat  by  church  in  Mississippi  could  be  tied  in  for  boys  in  RA  camping  programs.  At 
which  Southern  Baptists  march,  to  state  missions,  including  those  Camp  Garaywa  the  same  will  be  true 
Missions  is  the  reason  that  Baptists  projects  that  are  sponsored  by  as-  for  girls  in  the  GAs  and  Acteens  prog- 
decided  to  structure  ways  of  working  sociations.  There  are  specific  pro-  rams  as  well  as  a  number  of  prog¬ 
in  an  organized  method  on  a  cooper-  jects  however,  that  are  to  be  financed  rams  for  adults, 
ative  basis.  Through  cooperation  the  through  the  state  missions  offering.  Then  there  is  $35,000  for  disaster 
churches  are  better  able  to  finance  They  are  the  subjects  of  the  emphasis  /elief  as  was  witnessed  follow^g  the 
and  to  provide  the  manpower  neces-  during  the  Season  of  Prayer  for  State  tornado  at  Water  Valley  earlier  tWs 
sary  to  carry  on  missions  programs  Missions  and  the  accompanying  year.  There  is  $20,000  for  an  equip- 
that  we  feel  are  nuuidated.  Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for  State  ping  ministry  at  Parchman  penten- 

This  is  true  on  an  international  and  Missions.  tiary  in  a  witnessing  effort  to  the  staff 

national  basis,  and  it  is  just  as  true  on  The  three  major  items  in  the  offer-  and  the  inmates  there.  And  church 
a  statewide  basis.  ing  goal  of  $465,000  are  new  missions,  building  aid  calls  for  $30,000  in  the 

Sept.  9  to  12  is  the  1984  season  of  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  and  offering, 
prayer  for  state  missions.  The  ^ason  Camp  Garaywa.  All  of  these  are  worthwhile  items, 

of  prayer  for  a  missions  concept  A  $120,000  itenr  in  the  state  mis-  The  state  missions  offering  budget 
brings  into  conjunction  the  reason  for  sions  offering  Wul  go  to  fund  new  does  not  call  for  offeri^s  as  large  as 
being  for  Southern  Baptists  and  the  missions.  This  enables  the  state  con-  are  pven  by  Mississippians  for  the 
way  Southern  Baptists  find  strength  vention,  working  in  concert  with  the  Lottie  Moon  offering  for  foreign  mis- 
and  direction  for  accomplishing  their  associations,  to  provide  sites  for  new  sions  and  the  Anme  Armstrong  offer- 
tasks.  Without  the  time  of  prayer  churches  in  the  path  of  population  ing  for  home  missions,  but  the  needs 
there  is  no  reason  to  even  attempt  to  growths.  The  $118,000  for  Central  are  every  bit  as  real.  We  must  sup- 
carry  out  a  missions  program.  Hills  will  be  us^  to  provide  missio-  port  state  missions  with  as  much  zeal 
Prayer  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  a  good  nary  education  and  inspiration  for  as  we  do  our  other  worldwide  and  na- 
luck  operation  to  be  tacked  onto  a  the  Lord’s  work  in  all  of  its  aspects  tional  missions  endeavors, 
concept  because  it  is  expected.  It  is 
the  means  of  finding  a  direction  and 

of  being  empowered  to  act.  rkrt 

The  time  of  prayer,  then,  is  a  way  OUtTllijn  •  •  • 

of  being  led  by  G^  to  carry  out  the  * 

mandate  established  in  the  NettT^  -  •  ,  ■  ■ 

tament  to  carry  the  gospel  into  idl  the  A  KO  T  I  ^  Q  I  O 

world.  It  stands  to  reason,  of  course,  LJ  Ol  1^  L  I  O  1  I  Cl  H  V/ I  I  Cl  I  W 

that  if  the  Lord  was  goii^  to  put  into  ■ 

action  a  plan  of  redemption,  he  would  ^  I 

be  interested  in  the  fact  that  it  was  to  , 

be  carried  out  and  would  provide  Commencement  address.  Missis-  represents  a  real  cause,  a  divine 
strength  and  direction  for  doing  it.  stppi  College,  May  19,  1984.  cause,  in  your  life  and  the  lives  of 

Therefore,  to  be  successful  in  mis-  ‘  thouands  of  others  much  like  you. 

sions  tasks  the  time  of  prayer  is  (Third  of  three  parts)  Let  me  attempt  some  explanation, 

necessary.  And  then  it  goes  without  and  plea^  accept  these  statements 

saying,  the  proper  attitude  and  exer-  The  divine  mission  as  the  mere  facts  that  they  are  and 

cise  of  prayer  will  guarantee  the  sue-  JThe  rationale  of  Christian  higher  not  as  boasting, 

cess  of  the  missions  endeavors.  education  for  Baptist  people  is  found  There  are  more  than  14  million 
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ye  therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  colleges  like  Mississippi  College,  to  expand  this  Christian  telecasting  cal  and  didactic  Gospel  with  all 
all  the  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  Three  are  in  this  state.  They  mhin-  to  other  countries  throughout  the  people  of  the  wwkl.  These  three  ele- 
name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  tain  six  graduate  schools  for  church  world.  Hope  and  reality  are  rapidly  ment  are  selective  rather  than  com- 
of  the  Holy  Spirit:  teaching  them  to  vocational  workers,  which  are  called  being  infused  into  this  staggering  ob-  preh«isive. 
observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  theological  seminaries.  Three  of  the  jective  and  consuming  challenge  of  I  shall  attempt  to  bring  these 

commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  five  largest  theological  seminaries  in  Bold  Mission  Tlirust.  We  exp^t  to  comments  into  better  focus  by 
you  alway,  even  into  the  end  of  the  the  world  are  owned  and  operated  by  have  five  thousand  missionaries  in  exploring  briefly  the  interdepen- 
world”  (Matthew  28:19-20).  That,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  foreign  fields  by  the  year  2000.  Some  daice  of  Baptist  churches  and  Bap- 
Baptists  believe,  is  the  divine  mis-  Over  10  thousand  students  are  enrol-  of  you  1984  graduates  will  be  among  tist  colleges  here  in  Mississippi. 

Sion  of  the  church.  led  in  these  six  Baptist  seminaries,  them.  And  the  Baptist  churches  of  What  moral  and  ethical  interests 

But  how  does  this  divine  nussion  and  this  is  true  at  a  time  when  the  this  state  and  Mississippi  College  will  and  obligations  do  these  Baptist 
become  the  rationale,  or  reason,  for  largest  religious  denomination  in  have  assisted  you  in  what  Maria  von  churches  have  in  these  Baptist  col- 
Christian  higher  education?  What  America  is  using  billboards  Trapp  said  is  the  most  important  leges?  Can  these  separate  churches 
does  it  have  to  do  with  Mississippi  to  recruit  persons  for  the  thing  in  life,  “to  find  the  will  of  God,  be  what  God  wants  them  to  J»e  and  do 
College?  And  what  does  it  have  to  do  clergy.  The  Sunday  School  Board  and  go  and  do  it^”  what  God  wants  them  to  do  here  In 

with  the  1,900  Baptist  churches  in  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  Yes,  Baptists  see  the  divine  mis-  Mississippi  and  in  their  mission  to  the 
Mississippi  giving  $1,707,842  this  the  largest  religious  publishing  house  sion  as  the  rationale  for  Christian  world  without  these  Baptist  Col- 
year  in  direct  support  of  Mississippi  in  the  world,  publishing  over  80  mill-  higher  education.  However,  they  leges?  Does  any  one  of  these 
College?  And  what  does  it  have  to  do  ion  separate  pieces  of  literature  each  have  not  yet  fully  grasped  that  one  churches  have  any  reason  to  exist 
with  600,000  individual  Baptists  giv-  year  for  use  in  the  37  thousand  sepa-  cannot  go  and  tell  others  about  (Christ  apart  from  a  commitment  to  the  di- 
ing  their  tithes  and  offerings  each  rate  churches.  They  /nblish  the  en-  in  their  rtative  tongue  without  educa-  vine  mission? 

Lord’s  Day  to  provide  approximately  tire  Bible,  and  they  publish  religious  tion ;  or  that  one  cannot  translate  the  Conversely,  what  moral  and  ethi- 
one-eighth  of  the  cost  of  the  degree  picture  and  scripture  verses  for  Holy  Scripture  into  other  languages  cal  interests  and  obligations  do  these 
which  will  be  awarded  you  today?  babies  in  cribs.  Observe  how  clearly  without  ^ucation;  or  that  without  Baptists  colleges  have  in  these  Bap- 
Well,  it  all  fits  together  because  it  all  all  of  this  is  related  to  Christian  education  one  cannot  write  Bible  (Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Henderson  to  preach 


Giving  to  be  theme 
for  state  convention 


Staffers  named  for 
three  MBCB  positions 


The  1984  annual  sessions  Missis-  Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  will  take  Church,  Amarillo,  Tex.;  and  Bill 
place  Nov.  12-14  at  First  Baptist  O’Brien,  vice  president  of  the 
Churdi,  Jackson.  Theme  of  the  an-  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
nual  business  and  inspiration  meet-  Interspersed  during  the  sessions 
ing  for  messengers  from  the  newly  will  be  a  number  of  special  music 
2,000  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  programs  with  music  leadership 
tion-related  churches  will  be  “Tell  from  across  the  convention.  And  the 
the  World  Through  Giving.’’  A  sub-  various  agencies  of  the  convention 

^  giving  their  annual  reports. 
On  Monday  evening  there  will  be  a 
sp^i^  report  from  the  Mississippi 


Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer. 

^  The  Mississippi  Baptist  C<Hiven- 
tion  begins  at  1:20  p.m.,  Monday, 
Nov.  12  and  concludes  at  11:40  a.m., 
Wednesday,  Nov. 

And  on  Tuesday  afternoon  two 
Ie  IH  committees  will  be  nuiking  reports: 

Pickering  Henderson  the  endowment  study  committ^  and 

theme  will  be  “Planned  Growth  in  the  pastors’  conference  committee. 
Giving,”  a  campaign  to  inspire  A  study  is  being  done  to  consider  the 
people  to  raise  their  percentages  of  possibility  of  an  endowment  cam¬ 
giving  to  the  church.  paign  for  the  Baptist  colleges  in  the 

Charles  Pickering,  a  lay  member  state  and  the  Baptist  Children’s  Vil- 
First  Church,  Laurel,  is  president,  lage.  And  another  committee  has 
He  will  be  presenting  the  presidential  been  studying  the  possibility  of  or- 
address  during  the  first  session  of  the  ganizing  a  pastors’  conference, 
convention.  Pickering  is  eligible  for  a 
second  one  term  as  president. 

Gene  Henderson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Greenville,  will  preach  the 
convention  sermon  on  Tu^ay  even- 


f  Thompson  has  been  president  of 

1^  the  state  mission  board  for  the  Bap- 1 

Convention  of  Maryland,  was  the  * 
■  chairman  of  the  credentials  commit- 

fP  W  ||H  tee  for  the  1968  Southern  Baptist  Con- 

I  vention ,  and  was  recording  secretary 

ot  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

L  David  Michel,  34,  has  been  pastor 

^  at  Prentiss  since  1976.  Prior  to  that  he 

pastor  of  LaJunta  Church,  Azle, 
^^B  Tex.,  1972-76;  he  was  minister  of  out- 

BB  reach  at  Rosen  Heights  Church,  Ft. 

hDcliel  Huff  Worth,  Tex.,  1971-72;  and  was  minis- 

ram  Promotion  Department,  was  ter  of  youth  at  First  Church, 
elected  as  director-elect  of  the  Brookhaven,  the  summers  of  1970 
Church  Administration/Pastoral  and  1971. 

Ministries  Department  effective,  A  native  of  Miami,  Fla.,  he  is  a 
Fnrmpr  Nov.  1.  He  is  replacing  Leon  Emery,  graduate  of  Miswssippi  State  Uni- 

rormer  iTllSSlSSippian  ^ho  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  year,  versity  and  earned  the  master  of  di- 
ie  T.nn<r  T«1»nrl  DOM  At  that  time,  Thompson  will  become  vinity  and  doctor  of  ministry  degrees 
There  wiU  be  two  Bible  Treasure  director  of  the  department.  from  Southwestern  Seimnary. 

speakers..  These  messages  are  short  Named  to  fill  the  position  that  He  and  his  wife  Marilyn  have  two 

devotional  items  given  during  eadi  Joe  Causey  is  new  director  of  mis-  Thompson  had  occupied  was  David  children  at  home, 
session  for  the  past  several  years,  sions  for  Long  Island  Baptist  Associ-  Michel,  pastor  of  Prentiss  Baptist  Rajrmon  Huff,  48,  is  a  graduate  of 
The  first  three  will  be  by  D.  L.  Low-  ation  in  New  York.  He  and  his  wife  Church,  Prentiss.  John  Alexander  is  Hinds  Junior  College  and  earned  a 
rie,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Lubbock,  Charlotte,  were  named  missionaries  department  director.  bachelor’s  degree  from  Northeast 

Tex.  The  secMid  three  will  be  by  to  that  post  by  the  Home  Mission  And  Raymon  E.  Huff  will  become  Louisiana  State  College.  He  has  been 
Grady  Cothen,  recently  retired  pres-  Board.  He  was  interim  pastor  of  First  the  new  building  superintendent  for  a  millwork  estimiator,  and  worked 
ident  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Southern  Baptist  Church,  Canoga  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson,  Huff  ^rom  1979^  running  ^  Mississippi 
Board.  Park,  Calif.,  prior  to  appointment,  presently  superintending  a  con-  state  Capitol  renovation  Site  irffice. 

T.  T.  Crabtree,  chairman  of  the  From  1976  to  January  1984  he  was  struction  job  in  Lexington.  He  re-  He  has  been  a  desi^  draftsman  and 
SBC  National  Task  Force  on  Planned  minister  to  singles  and  senior  adults  places  Clyde  Williams,  who  is  retir-  has  worked  in  various  construction 
Growth  in  Giving,  will  make  a  special  at  North  Phoenix  Baptist  Church,  ing  as  building  superintoident.  ^  ,  , 

presentation  during  the  Monday  Phoenix.  Ariz.  Thompson,  52,  a  native  of  Morton,  TUI 

evening  session. '  A  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  jjas  worked  in  the  stewardship  de-  XAXXOOXv/A 

Other  major  speakers  include  and  Southern  Seminary,  he  was  also  partment  since  1981.  Prior  to  that  he  , 

Frank  Pollard,  president  of  Golden  pastor  of  churches  in  Amory,  Tupelo,  pastor  of  Ridgecrest  Church,  Q'O'inC'  f' 

Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.;  and  Canton,  Miss.  -  Jackson. 

^  Other  pastorates  include  First 

.  . .  I  I  j  Church,  Rockville,  Md.,  1971-74;  By  Marjean 

'  '^\\\  Dalewood  Church,  Nashville,.  1961-  '  dii'ector, Mlu 

Church,  Memphis, 

1957-61;  Bouie  Street  Church,  Hat-  It  has  been  81  years  since  the  be- 
iiiiiiii'—  tiesburg,  1955-57.  Student  pastorates  ginning  of  a  special  day  to  be  ob- 
^^^B|  included  Beulah.  Polkville;  Sardis,  served  annually  in  the  interest  of 


Bookstore  closes 
one  day  for  moving 


State  missions  funds  at  work 


Roy  Forshea.  loft,  pastor  of  Oak  Hill  Church  in  Union  County  Association, 
recaivas  a  chack  for  $1,100  from  Hugh  Morris,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convantion 
Board  mambar  from  Union  County.  Tha  monay  halpad  to  pay  for  a  naw  floor  and 
ramodaling  of  tha  church.  Tha  monay  cama  from  stata  mission  offaring  funds. 
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Christian  education  rationale 


Clarke  Bible  Institute 

Relaxing  after  class  and  at  the  lunch  table  are  pastors  who  attended  the 
Summer  Bible  Institute  held  on  the  Clarke  College  campus  Aug.  6-8.  Lead¬ 
ers  for  the  Institute  were  George  W.  Harrison,  professor  of  Old  Testament  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and  Bill  Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson,  MS.  Twenty-four  churches  from  15  associations  wore  represented 
by  those  attending  the  conference. 

Baptist  witness 
shifts  at  fair 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)— Baptists 
in  New  Orleans  are  adjusting  their 
witnessing  game  plan  for  the  second 
half  of  the  Louisiana  World  Exposi¬ 
tion  as  summer  missionaries  return 
home  and  local  churches  become 
more  active. 

Baptists  have  focused  on  a  minis¬ 
try  in  the  Vieux  Carre  and  at 
campgrounds  using  performers  and 
personal  witnessing  rather  than  for¬ 
mal  programs  on  the  fairgrounds. 

“These  ministries  will  continue  but 
with  more  local  participation  rather 
than  the  summer  missionary 
groups,”  Jimmie  Knox,  director  of 
Baptist  Exposition  Ministries  said. 

Statisics  for  the  first  half  of  the  fair 
show  more  than  the  66,000  persons 
have  been  contacted  by  the  volun¬ 
teers  with  38  documented  professions 
of  faith. 

Caroline  Veno,  director  of 
campground  programs,  said  approx¬ 
imately  25  different  mission  groups 
have  worked  in  17  campgrounds,  10  in 
Louisiana  and  seven  in  Mississippi. 
Programs  have  included  sing- 
alongs,  puppets.  Backyard  Bible 
Clubs  and  Big  A  CHubs.  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  held  on  Sunday,  she 
said. 

“We  have  had  approximately  2,300 
campers  attend  performances  with 
eight  decisions  recorded,”  Veno  said. 

Five  Baptist  churches  have  coop¬ 
erated  on  a  rotating  basis  to  lead 
worship  services  at  the  St.  Bernard 
State  Park  near  the  Chalmette  Battle 
Grounds,  for  example,  she  said. 

Baptist  volunteers  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  an  opportunity  to 
witness.  In  Waveland,  Miss.,  volun¬ 
teers  ended  the  summer  by  saying, 
“When  we  started  giving  out  free 
snowcones  we  had  a  captive  audience 
of  more  than  150  to  see  our  puppet 
show.”  And  campers  responded  with 
“We  didn’t  know  Baptists  did  good 
things  like  this.” 

Even  a  camp  manager,  who  had 
beo)  hostile  toward  mission  groups 
performing  at  bis  place,  attended  the 


final  presentation  and  “liked  it.” 

But  some  of  the  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries  felt  the  pressure. 

David  Stewart,  who  coordinated 
schedules  of  the  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  Vieux  Carre,  said, 
“Sometimes  they  were  tired  and 
days  were  hot  and  dusty.  And  they 
did  not  always  feel  like  going  on  the 
streets.  But  they  did.  Of  course  with 
day  after  day  on  the  streets  they  re¬ 
marked  that  the  French  Quarter 
smelled  the  same  .  .  .  food  and  gar¬ 
bage,  food  and  garbage,  a  reference 
to  the  numerous  restaurants  in  the 
area. 

But  they  developed  relationships 
with  the  street  people,  those  who  live 
and  work  in  the  Vieux  Carre.  Many  of 
the' locals  responded  to  the  Baptist 
young  people  after  they  came  to 
know  them.  “Baptists  are  nice  people 
to  be  around,”  they  said. 

A  few  of  the  visiting  Baptist  groups 
were  able  to  perform  on  the  Fair  site, 
mainly  at  the  jazz  and  gospel  music 
pavillion.  Mostly  the  Baptist  prog¬ 
rams  were  in  Jackson  ^uare,  on 
Bourbon  and  Royal  streets  and  in 
campgrounds. 

Stewart  noted  more  than  five  other 
religious  groups  were  in  Vieux  Carre, 
including  Assemblies  of  God  and 
Moonies. 

“No  other  group  had  the  perform¬ 
ing  groups  that  we  had,”  Stewart 
said.  And  “Baptists  were  com¬ 
plimented  for  keeping  the  area  clean 
of  discarded  brochures,  although  few 
were  thrown  down.” 

Knox  said  the  experience  has  de¬ 
monstrated  a  permanent  ministry  is 
a  possibility  in  the  French  Quarter 
with  entertainment  groups  and  other 
programs  at  the  campgrounds. 

Four  brochures  were  prepared  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  especially  for  the  Fair.  One 
was  titled  “The  French  Quarter's 
Best  Surprise.”  Inside  a  description 
about  the  Quarter  is  followed  by  an 
invitation  to  know  about  “meeting 
Jesus.” 


(Continued  from  Page  2) 
tist  churches?  Are  these  colleges  in 
reality  an  element  of  God’s  redemp¬ 
tive  work  in  the  earth?  Considering 
the  tremendous  expansion  of  secular 
higher  education  in  this  country, 
especially  since  passage  of  the  Land 
Grant  Act  in  1862,  does  any  one  of 
these  Baptist  colleges  have  any 
reason  to  exist  apart  from  a  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship  with  these 
churches  and  an  active  involvement 
in  the  divine  mission  of  these 
churches? 

It  is  obvious  from  what  I  have  said 
earlier  that  I  think  we  Baptist  people 
have  been  untrue  to  the  character  of 
our  own  beliefs  and  have  defaulted  in 
our  moral  obligation  to  the  children 
and  youth  of  this  state  by  faili^  to 
lead  the  way  politically  in  providing 
better  education  for  all  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  If  we  are  not  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  resources  for  better  educa¬ 
tion,  that  is  one  thing.  If  we  are  too 
selfish  to  provide  the  resources,  that 
is  a  mistake  because  it  is  short¬ 
sighted.  If  we  are  unwilling  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  resources  because  of  racial 
prejudice,  that  is  wrong  because  it  is 
sinful. 

There  is  undeniable  mutual  depen¬ 
dence  between  Baptist  churches  and 
Baptist  colleges.  The  success  of  each, 
as  God  measures  success,  is  depen¬ 
dent  upon  the  success  of  the  other. 
Our  churches  can  be  stronger  in¬ 
struments  in  the  fulfillment  of  their 


divine  mission  when  our  colleges  be¬ 
come  stronger  in  their  Christian  pur¬ 
pose.  Our  colleges,  at  the  same  time, 
can  be  stronger  in  the  fulfillment  of 
their  Christian  purpose  when  our 
churches  become  stronger  in  the 
commitment  to  God’s  whole  mission. 

What  can  these  1,900  Baptist 
churches  do  that  will  strengthen 
these  three  Baptist  colleges? 

They  can  encourage  their  young 
people  to  attend  one  of  these  Baptist 
colleges.  There  often  is  something 
wonderful  that  comes  back  to  a  fam¬ 
ily  who  gives  its  sons  and  daughters 
to  a  (3irist-centered  educational  ven¬ 
ture  like  four  years  at  a  Baptist  col¬ 
lege. 

These  churches  can  give  their 
prayers.  So  many  of  tomorrow’s  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  tomorrow’s  church 
leaders  are  right  here  (Hi  our  Baptist 
college  campuses.  They  need  our 
prayers.  Their  teachers  need  our 
prayers.  These  three  fine  deacxins 
who  serve  as  Presidents  need  our 
prayers. 

These  churches,  and  especially  the 
pastors  of  these  churches,  can  give 
their  influence  and  positive  support 
to  these  Baptist  colleges.  I  love  my 
pastor  brethren,  but  it  trcxibles  me 
when  I  hear  a  pastor  speak  nega¬ 
tively  about  a  Baptist  collie.  I  just 
do  not  believe  we  ought  to  “forget  the 
rock  from  which  we  were  hewn.”  I 
am  proud  of  my  alma  mater.  I  think 
Furman  University  is  one  of  the  best 


10,000  Russian  Bibles 
to  be  printed,  shipped 

COPENHAGEN /STUTTGART  (BP)— The  European  Baptist  Feder¬ 
ation  and  the  Unit^  Bible  Societies  have  announc^  plans  to  print  and 
ship  10,000  Russian-language  Bibles  to  the  All-Union  Council  of  Evangel¬ 
ical  Christians-Baptists  in  the  USSR. 

A  request  cabled  to  the  Copenhagen  offices  of  the  federation  July  3  and 
signed  by  Andrei  Klimenko,  president  of  the  Soviet  council,  and  GOTeral 
S^retary  Alexei  Bichkov  asked  “immediate  assistant”  in  forwarding 
the  Bibles  to  the  denomination’s  Moscow  headquarters.  The  Bibles  may 
carry  the  council’s  sanction  on  the  title  page,  the  cable  stated. 

EBF  General  Secretary  Knud  Wuempelmann  said  he  is  glad  to  an¬ 
nounce  “this  good  news  as  soon  as  possible.” 

“Within  15  minutes  after  receiving  this  telegram  I  was  able  to  answer 
that  the  United  Bible  Societies  tyiH  inunediately  start  producrticm  of  the 
10,000  Bibles  requested,”  Wuempelmann  said. 

A  previous  shipment  of 25,000  Bibles  was  sent  to  the  All-Union  Ctouncil  a 
few  years  ago  through  a  joint  effort  of  Baptists  and  the  Bible  society. 


Knox  said  after  giving  one  of  the 
tracts  to  a  man  walking  past,  the  man 
wheeled  around  and  came  back.  “I 
didn’t  know  what  he  wanted  but  he 
said,  ‘I  don’t  need  this.’  And  I  said, 
‘Does  this  mean  you  already  know 
Christ  as  your  personal  saviour?’ 
And  he  said,  ‘Yes.’ 

“Then  he  said,  ‘I’m  not  a  Baptist 
but  I  sure  am  glad  you’re  here.  Can  I 
have  some  brochures  to  take  to 
friends?’  ” 

The  Louisiana  World  Exposition  is 
scheduled  to  continue  through  the 
second  week  of  November. 

One  fearless  pen  is  worth  more  to  a 
people  than  a  great  army.  —  J.  B. 
Gambrell 

A  revival  from  heaven  is  the  most 
irresistible  force  among  the  sons  of 
men.  —  J.  B.  Gambrell 


Film  premieres 
in  Zimbabwe 


HARARE,  Zimbabwe — A  Baptist 
film,  “A  Design  for  Hope,”  pre¬ 
miered  on  Zimbabwe  television  dur¬ 
ing  prime  time  this  spring,  an  un¬ 
usual  feat  for  a  religious  program. 

The  documentary  on  Baptists’ 
People  Who  Care  relief  project  in 
Zimbabwe’s  Gokwe  region  made 
urban  residents  aware  of  the  pli^t  of 
countrymen  in  drought-stricken 
rural  areas,  said  Job  Johnera,  head 
of  television  services  for  Zimbabwe 
Television. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  made  the  film  in  cxwpera- 
tion  with  Baptist  Communications 
Centre,  whose  director,  Steve  Evans, 
then  offered  it  to  ZTV  for  showing. 


Christian  schools  in  the  Southeast.  I 
think  President  John  E.  Johns  is  one 
of  the  finest  college  presidents  in  the 
whole  country.  He  was  a  superb 
young  man  as  a  <x)llege  studen.t.  He 
always  has  lived  by  the  highest  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Christian  integrity.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  he  has  become  an  out¬ 
standing  president  of  a  Baptist  col¬ 
lege. 

I  hope  ea<ii  of  you  who  is  graduat¬ 
ing  today  will  <x)nsistently  show  an 
unapologetic  pride  in  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege.  You,  too,  are  graduating  from 
an  excellent  school  with  a  high 
academic  ranking  and  deep  (Christ¬ 
ian  roots.  Your  degree  from  this 
school  will  be  respected  wherever 
you  go.  You,  too,  have  a  great  presi¬ 
dent  whose  devotion  to  (Jod,  com¬ 
mitment  to  missions  and  integrity 
are  recognized  by  all  who  know  him. 
Speak  well  of  your  alma  mater.  After 
spending  four  years  here,  Mississippi 
College  will  forever  be  a  part  of  you 
and  you  a  part  of  it^ 

These  churches,  and  their  pastors, 
can  enthusiastically  lead  the  way  in 
carrying  to  a  su<x:essful  (inclusion 
the  action  last  November  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  in  ap¬ 
proving  a  major  unified  endowment 
campaign  for  these  three  Baptist  (Col¬ 
leges  and  the  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage.  A  recent  study  shows  that  53 
Baptist  colleges  across  the  nation 
have  endowment  funds  that  average 
34,122  per  student.  Our  three  (Colleges 
here  in  Mississippi  have  endowment 
fund  of  only  $881  per  student. 

The  1,900  Baptist  churches  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  will  give  more  than  31/2  mill- 
i(Hi  dollars  to  these  three  Baptist  col¬ 
leges  in  1984.  That  is  a  remarkable 
support  and  an  unquestionable  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  strong  Baptist  rationale 
for  (Christian  higher  education.  But  it 
is  not  enough.  Tuition  at  our  Baptist 
colleges,  as  you  know,  continues  to  go 
up.  The  most  logical  and  perhaps 
only  way  to  slow  the  rising  cos^  of 
education  at  our  Baptist  (Colleges  is  to 
build  sizable  endowment  funds.  The 
fastest  way  for  Mississippi  Baptists 
to  double  their  support  of  these  Chris¬ 
tian  colleges  is  to  build  an  endow¬ 
ment  fund  of  40  million  dollars.  We 
shall  do  so  because  our  purpose  is 
right,  our  reasons  are  clear  and  our 
resolve  is  unyielding. 

Graduates,  the  world  in  which  you 
will  live  and  work,  rear  your  children 
and  worship  (Jod,  is  a  world  with  se¬ 
vere  and  critical  needs.  The  needs 
will  not  be  easily  met,  and  the  prob¬ 
lems  will  not  easily  go  away.  There 
are  entrenched  needs  and  stubborn 
problems  like  pornography  and 
homosexuality,  child  abuse  and  pa¬ 
rent  abuse,  abortion  and  nuclear 
war,  hunger  and  illiteracy.  Shall  we 
leave  these  needs  and  problems 
alone?  Shall  we  pass  by  on  the  other 
side? 

The  world  perceives  you  as  an  edu¬ 
cated  person.  Y(hi  have  the  tools  to  go 
forth  and  do  ycHir  handiwork  on  the 
problems  and  needs  of  mankind. 

S<Hne(K)e  in  the  house  must  set  the 
alarm.  I  suggest  that  you  set  the 
alarm  and  heed  its  ring. 


Joe  H.  Tuten  is  pastor  of  Calvary 
Chnrdi,  Jackson,  and  chairman  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education 
Commission. 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  S 


Home  Mission  Board  studies 
typical  Southern  Baptist  church 

By  Michael  Tntterow 


ATLANTA  (BP)— The  typical  1963  Southern  Baptist 
church  had  2^  total  members,  an  enrollment  (rf  116 
people  in  Sunday  scho<d  (average  weekly  attendance  of 
65),  and  six  baptisms  according  to  a  recently  publidied 
report  by  researchers  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board. 

Phillip  B.  Jones,  director  of  the  HMB’s  planning  and 
services  research  department,  and  Julie  McKelvie,  re¬ 
search  assistant/programer  analyst,  painted  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  typical  SBC  church  from  statistics  from  the 
denomination’s  Uniform  Church  Letter. 

Jones  used  median  or  the  mid-point  statistics  instead 
of  averages  in  computing  the  typical  SBC  church,  and 
said  using  a  median  statistic  is  more  representative 
than  using  an  average. 

“The  ‘average’  size  church  has  a  total  of  388  mem¬ 
bers,”  explained  Jones.  “The  problem  with  using  the 
average  or  mean  as  .a  descriptive  statistic  is  a  few  ex¬ 
tremely  large  churches  can  force  the  average  to  the 
abnormally  high  and  not  really  representative  of  the 
majority  of  Southern  Baptist  churdies. 

“The  median  represents  the  middle  point  of  a  ^oup  of 
numbers,”  he  added.  “For  example,  when  considering 
church  size,  the  median  is  the  mid-point  where  half  the 
churches  have  a  larger  membership  and  half  have  a 
smaller  membership.” 

The  median  size  SBC  church  has  237  total  members, 
which  means  “half  of  the  churches  have  a  membership 
larger  than  237  and  half  a  smaller  membership,”  he 
said.  He  added  his  research  revealed  70  percent  of  SBC 
churches  fall  below  the  average  total  of  388  members, 
further  emphasizing  average  statistics  can  be  mislead¬ 
ing. 

Based  on  data  from  35,422  SBC  churches  reporting  on 
the  1983  Uniform  CSiurch  Letter,  Jones  noted  the  follow¬ 
ing  characteristics  of  the  “typical”  SBC  church: 

(1)  Total  Members— 237;  (2)  Resident  Members— 
171;  (3)  Baptisms— 6;  (4)  Age  of  Church— 62  years;  (5) 
Sunday  School  Enrollment— 116;  (6)  Average  Weekly 
Sunday  School  Attendance— 65;  (7)  Church  Training 


EInrollment— 31. 

(8)  WMU  Enrollment— 19;  (9)  Brotherhood 
Enrollment— 4;  (10)  Total  Receipts— 139,515;  (11) 
Tithes  and  Offering— 139,445;  (12)  Undesignated 
Gifts— 133,005;  (13)  Designated  Gifts— $3,864;  (14) 
Total  Local  Expenditures— $31,395;  (15)  Total  Mission 
Expenditures— $5,000. 

(16)  Ckwperative  Program— $2,198;  (17)  Percent  of 
Undesignated  Gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program— 7.5 
percent;  (18)  Associational  Missions  Gifts— $720;  (19) 
Percent  of  Undesignated  Gifts  to  the  Association— 2.1 
percent,  and  (20)  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  offering— 
$213. 

The  typical  SBC  church  had  2.9  baptisms  per  100  resi¬ 
dent  members  and  pastoral  tenure  for  the  typical 
church  runs  between  two  and  three  years. 

Jones  added  9,246  churches  did  not  contribute  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  offering  for  home  missions  support 
and  5,318  churches  reported  no  baptisms  during  1983. 

“We’re  holding  up  super  churches  as  models  for  our 
Convention.  However,  they  are  not  representative  of  the 
typical  Southern  Baptist  churdi ,”  said  Jones,  who  noted 
90  percent  of  Southern  Baptist  churches  have  fewer  than 
620  resident  members. 

“When  we  program  for  churches  with  a  staff  of  six 
persons  and  a  $1  million  budget,  we’re  not  being  realis¬ 
tic  of  what  a  true  SBC  church  is  like,”  said  Jones.  “We 
need  to  take  into  consideration  the  typical  church  may 
be  limited  in  its  resources,  both  in  terms  of  people  and 
finances.  The  typical  churchjFnay  not  be  capable  of  im¬ 
plementing  all  the  programs  available  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches. 

“Furthermore,”  he  added,  “when  denominational 
personnel  design  programs,  they  should  keep  in  mind 
the  true  picture  (A  a  Southern  Baptist  Church.  They 
have  to  be  realistic  in  their  expectations  as  to  what 
programs  can  be  implemented  and  what  issues  can  be 
addressed.” 

(Michael  Tntterow  writes  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board.) 


Maurice  Flowers  (right)  is  named  outstanding  associational  missionary  leader 
in  a  rural-urban  association.  Quentin  Lockwood,  Home  Mission  Board  Rural- 
Urban  missions  department  director  (left)  presents  the_honor  to  Flowers  and  his 
wife,  Mildred.  Flowers  is  director  of  missions  in  Jones  Association. 

Maurice  Flowers  named 
outstanding  missionary 

Jones  County  Baptist  Association’s  Church,  Hinds  County  in  1951 .  He  is  a 
director  of  missions,  Maurice  Flow-  graduate  of  Hinds  Junior  College, 
ers,  has  been  nam^  the  1984  out-  Mississippi  College,  and  New  Or- 
standing  missionary  leader  in  a  leans  Seminary.  He  has  led  Sunday 
rural-urban  association  in  the  East.  School  enlargement  campaigns  in 
The  Home  Missions  Board’s  as-  Wyoming,  Montana,  Mississippi  and 
sociational  missions  division  hon-  Ixwisiana,  and  has  led  WIN  Schools 
ored  him  during  the  recent  Home  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Missions  Week  at  Ridgecrest  Confer-  Uruguay. 

ence  Center  in  North  C^arolina.  Under  his  leadership  since  1969,  the 

Flowers,  who  lives  in  Laurel,  is  a  Jones  Association  has  begun  prison, 
native  of  Jackson.  He  formerly  police,  nursing  home  and  hospital 
served  Bolivar  Association  as  direc-  chaplaincy  ministries, 
tor  of  missions  and  has  also  been  pas-  Mrs.  Flowers,  the  former  Mildred 
tor  of  churches  in  Mississippi.  Packer,  is  secretary  for  Jones 

Flowers  was  ordained  by  ^thesda  CkHinty  Association,  and  her  husband 

stated  that  she  is  very  much  a  part  of 


Marriage  Retreat  Sept.  28 


Marriage  Enrichment  Retre8t  with 
the  theme  “Making  Good  Marriages 
Bettor.”  The  event  will  be  held  at 
Lake  Tiak-O’Khata  near  Louisville 
and  will  be  led  by  George  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Lee  of  Columbia,  Mississippi. 

The  Lees  are  certified  leaders  of 
the  Baptist  Marriage  Enrichment 
Program  and  have  led  marriage  en¬ 
richment  retreats  throughout  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  across  the  South.  He  is 
director  of  missions  for  Marion, 
Lawrence  and  Walthall  Counties. 

The  retreat  is  designed  to  assist 
married  couples  in  building  better 
marriages  and  to  examine  various 


couple.  This  should  be  made  payable 
to  the  Christian  Action  Commission 
and  mailed  in  time  to  be  received  by 
September  4th. 

Additional  information  may  be 
secured  by  contacting  Paul  Griffin 
Jones,  II,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  or  by 
caUing  968-3800. 

Lake  Tiak-O’Khata  is  located  two 
miles  southwest  of  Louisville,  off 
Highway  14. 


PORTLAND,  OR  (EP)—  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  39  new  missionaries  and 
a  report  (rf  91  new  churches  highligh¬ 
ted  the  July  1-6  meeting  of  41st  annual 
Conservative  Baptist  Fellowship. 
Presently  the  ponservative  Baptists 
have  339  home  missionaries  in  North 
and  Ontral  America  and  the  U.S. 
possessions  and  735  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  serving  in  23  areas  of  the 
world,  'piey  have  1,133  churches  in 
the  U.S. 


of  a  stable  Christian  mar-  Brotherhood  meets  begin  Sept.  10 

riage  and  to  work  to  improve  those 


riage  and  to  work  to  improve  those 
areas  of  the  marriage  that  need  per¬ 
sonal  attention.  The  retreat  is  plan¬ 
ned  to  begin  with  supper  on  Friday 
evening.  Sept.  28,  and  conclude  with 
lunch  on  Sunday. 

A  special  group  rate  will  apply  at 
'nak-O’Khata  for  this  event  and  will 
be  $32.78  per  person  per  day.  This  in¬ 
cludes  six  meals  and  lodgii^  and  will 
be  paid  directly  to  Lake  Tiak- 
O’Khata.  In  addition,  there  is  a  non- 
refundable  reservation  fee  of  $30  per 


A  series  of  nine  area  Brotherhood 
leadership  training  conferences  are 
set  for  Se^.  10. 11,  and  13  in  nine  k>ca- 
tions  throughout  the  state. 

These  sessions  are  designed  to 
provide  Brotherhood  leader  training 
to  Baptist  laymen.  Brotherhood  age 
level  leadership,  pastors,  and  other 
church  staffers,  and  directors  of  mis¬ 
sions. 

At  each  conference  there  will  be 
special  sessions  for  Brotherhood  di- 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Sept.  M  Brotherhood  Leadership  Week  (BRO  Emphasis) 

Sect  6-7  Disciple  Youth  Workshops;  2  p.m.  6th-Noon.  7th;  FBC, 
Gulf^/W.  Laurel  BC.  Laurel /Parkway  BC,  Jackson  (CT) 
Sept  8  Royal  Ambassador  Rally;  Mississippi  College,  Clinton;  11  a.m. 
(BRO). 


rectors.  Baptist  Men’s  officers. 
Royal  Ambassador  leadership,  lay 
renewal,  and  prison  ministry. 

Each  conference  will  take  place 
from  7-9  p.m.  in  the  respective  cities. 

The  meetings  on  Sept.  10  will  be  at 
First  Baptist  diuictiM  of  Senatobia 
and  New  Albany,  and  at  Inunanuel 
Churdi,  Greenwood. 

The  Sept.  11  meetings  will  be  at 
First  Baptist  diurches  of  West  Point 
and  Pearl,  and  at  Highland  Church, 
Meridian. 

And  the  Sept.  13  meetings  will  be  at 
First  Baptist  (lurches  of  Ocean 
Springs  and  Brookhaven,  and  at 
Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg.  ‘ 

These  training  meetings  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ckxi- 
vention  Board’s  Brotherhood  De¬ 
partment. 


James  Barber,  HMB 
staffer,  dies  in 
San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP)— James 
L.  Barber,  assistant  director  of  the 
(Christian  social  ministries  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board,  died  Aug.  17  of 
cancer. 

Barber,  who  would  have  been  56 
Aug.  21,  also  directed  youth  and  fam¬ 
ily  services  and  was  executive  sec¬ 
retary  to  Southern  Baptist  associa¬ 
tion  of  ministries  with  the  aging  for 
the  HMB.  He  had  held  the  three-fold 
>  CSM  post  since  1972,  making  his  of- 
‘  fice  in  San  Francisco  since  1979. 

In  1963,  Barber  founded  Buckner 
Marriage  and  Family  Counseling 
Center  in  Dallas.  He  served  as  the 
center’s  first  clinical  director  and 
adminisrator  from  1963  until  he 
joined  the  HMB  staff. 


his  ministry.  The  couple  have  three 
children,  Curtis,  Suzanne  and  Victor. 


Retired  pastor  dies, 
buried  in  Cranfield 

Horace  Carpenter,  68,  died  Aug.  20 
in  the  University  of  Mississippi  Med¬ 
ical  Onter.  Services  were  held  at 
2:30  p.m.  Aug.  22  at  Roxie  Baptist 
Church  with  burial  in  Cranfield 
(Cemetery  in  Adams  County. 

A  native  of  Monroe,  La.,  Carpenter 
was  a  retired  pastor  of  Roxie  Church 
and  Oanfield  (Church.  He  had  minis¬ 
tered  at  other  churches  in  the  state 
and  in  Louisiana.  The  son  of  the  late 
Frank  Carpenter  and  Ida  Jowers 
Carpenter,  he  was  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Tucker  Carpenter;  son, 
(Charles  (Carpenter  of  Monterey,  La; 
and  four  grandchildren. 


Used  1983 
25  passenger 
deluxe  medium 
duty  bus  with  rear  luggage  compartment 
Call  (601)  981-8415 


German  Baptists  issue 
^declaration  of  guilt’ 


Saturday  at  the  Fair 


The  Stars  and  Stripes  (maybe  50 
flags)  in  front  of  the  U.S.  Pavilion, 
and  beyond  them  a  mighty  bridge 
that  spans  the  Father  of  Waters  — 
that’s  my  favorite  view  at  the 
Louisiana  World  Exposition.. 

I’ve  been  twice  now.  Both  times  I 
encountered  some  problems  and 
said,  “I  don’t  like  this!”  But  to  be 
perfectly  honest  and  fair,  I  sat  down 
and  listed  the  things  I  did  like  and 
that  list  came  out  a  lot  longer  than  the 
“don’t  like”  one.  The  first  time  I 
went,  in  mid-June,  a  cool  wind  blew 
in  from  the  river  and  a  lightweight 
jacket  felt  good.  The  crowd  was 
probably  a  third  the  size  of  last 
Saturday’s,  so  the  main  problem  that 
June  day  was  that  we  tried  to  see  too 
much  in  too  short  a  time.  The  main 
problem  last  Saturday  was;  It  was 
HOT.  The  newspaper  said  91  was  the 
high,  but  humidity  made  it  feel  101. 

In  those  long  lines  at  the 
Louisiana  and  Canada  pavilions,  I 
saw  some  parents  with  little  kids  all 
tired  and  irritable  and  sleepy  and  I 
wondered,  “Why  do  we  pay  our 
money  to  drag  through  this  torture?  ’  ’ 

I  guess,  though,  one  reason  is  this ; 
to  make  a  memory.  Since  I’m  back 
here  in  my  air-conditioned  office  and 
away  from  the  heat,  I  can  remember 
the  good  impressions  of  the  Fair. 

On  August  18,  my  friend,  Rosa 
Hooper,  and  I  left  Jackson  by  bus 
(Jackson  Tour  &  Travel)  from  Holi¬ 
day  Inn  at  the  Med  Center  at  7  a.m.  I 
got  up  at  5  a.m.  in  order  to  be  at  her 
place  by  6:30.  We  paid  $45  for  the 
tour,  which  included  the  $15  entrance 
ticket.  Mr.  Chalk,  the  driver,  parked 
the  bus  under  the  Mississippi  River 
Bridge  at  Platform  E  and  we  entered 
the  Bridge  Gate  at  11  a.m. 

“Go  first  to  the  Korea  Pavilion,” 
our  bus  hostess  had  said,  “to  get  free 
tickets  for  their  folk  dance  show.”  We 
did  —  but  the  day’s  tickets  were  al¬ 
ready  gone.  The  doughnut  hastily 
eaten  hours  before  in  McCJomb  had 
long  since  lost  its  effectiveness  in 
dispensing  energy.  The  noonday  sun 
sent  perspiration  droplets  trickling 
across  my  forehead.  So  many  places 
to  choose  from;  Where  to  eat?  Where 
to  eat? 

A  cold  draft  reached  out  from  the 
next  air-conditioned  restaurant  and 
pulled  us  inside.  In  sorrow  we  settled 
for  a  roast  beef  sandwich  (at  $3.95) 
and  a  glass  of  strong,  bitter  tea  ($1). 
The  coleslaw  and  potato  salad  were 
delicious,  though,  and  I  ate  every 
bite. 

The  theme  of  rivers  and  waters, 
and  their  importance,  intrigued  me. 
For  instance,  the  Federation  of 
Churches  Pavilion  proclaimed  the 
Source  of  the  Water  of  Life,  as  did 
Jesus  when  he  talked  to  the  woman  at 
the  well.  Then  there’s  the  African 
Que«i,  old  boat  from  the  movie  of  the 
same  name,  a  reminder  of  Katherine 
Hepburn’s  river  journey  amid  the 
leeches.  (In  June  I  made  a  color  slide 
of  it,  with  Susan,  Tommy,  Betty, 
Luann,  Karen,  and  Mama  standing 


beside  it. )  Then  there’s  the  Louisiana 
Journey  —  simulated  ride  through 
the  swamp  and  into  the  eye  of  a  hur¬ 
ricane.  And  there’s  the  River  Jour¬ 
ney  in  the  Canada  Pavilion,  an  im¬ 
aginary,  head-swimming  airplane 
ride  along  a  majestic  stream.  Water 
scenes  in  “A  Sense  of  Place,”  Missis¬ 
sippi’s  film,  were  extra  special  —  the 
sunset  on  the  Sound,  for  example, 
and  individual  raindrops  rolling  ac¬ 
ross  the  wide  screen. 

At  1  we  got  in  line  at  the  Aquacade 
for  Coca-Cola’s  1:30  water  show.  I  en¬ 
joyed  all  of  it  —  synchronized  swim¬ 
mers,  simultaneous  divers,  and 
world  champion  diver  in  his  daring 
(90  foot?)  fall— as  much  the  second 
time  as  I  had  the  first.  (Swimming  is 
my  favorite  sport.) 

How  could  water  fountains  be  so 
scarce,  when  the  theme  is  water? 
(Maybe  to  make  the  soft  drinks  sell 
better?)  We  looked  and  looked  and 
when  we  found  one,  the  water  was 
hot.  Actually,  real  thirst  doesn’t 
bother  much  about  water  tempera¬ 
ture.  I  drank  a  lot  of  it. 

I  liked  the  praline  pecan  supreme 
ice  cream  ($1.35  a  single  scoop,  $2.50 
for  a  double.)  We  bought  singles  and 
sat  down  in  red  chairs  by  the  curb. 
My  ice  cream  melted  and  ran  down 
my  hand,  dripped  onto  my  knee,  and 
splashed  off  onto  the  sidewalk.  Then  I 
needed  to  wash  my  hands.  (The 
psalmist  who  felt  dirty  on  the  inside, 
rather  than  the  outside,  wrote  on  the 
water  theme.  He  said,  “Wash  me  and 
I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.” ) 

I  enjoyed  watching  a  young  jug¬ 
gler.  He  had  drawn  a  crowd  near  the 
Mississippi  Pavilion.  I  liked  the  Hon¬ 
duras  Pavilion,  its  tropical  birds,  its 
carved  teak  and  mahogany,  and  the 
little  grotto  in  the  back,  surrounded 
by  greenery  and  graced  with  slatted 
wood  deck  chairs.  I  liked  the  aroma 
of  food  cooking  in  the  Philippine  Re¬ 
staurant,  and  the  small  garden  in 
Tront  of  the  China  Pavilion,  its  wil¬ 
lows  and  dwarf  pines,  red  begonias, 
and  bamboo.  Truth  to  tell,  I  was  so 
tired  by  the  time  I  sat  down  on  one  of 
its  benches  that  the  people  passing  by 
all  blurred  into  one. 

No  time  for  supper  —  we  had  to  be 
on  the  bus  by  7:20  —  so  we  grabbed  a 
granola  bar  ( paid  for  it,  I  assureyou ) 
and  ran.  We  arrived  in  Jackson  at  11 
p.m.  and  Rosa  served  me  a  good 
midnight  snack  of  milk  and  cheese 
and  crackers. 

I  made  some  memories,  and  found 
some  food  for  thought:  When  (jod 
told  Naaman  the  leper  to  go  and  wash 
in  the  river,  the  important  thing  for 
him,  I  think,  was  not  the  washing,  but 
the  belief  the  obedience.  Could 
there  be  a  lesson  here  for  me? 

In  spite  of  sore  leg  muscles,  I  might 
even  go  back  for  a  third  Fair  visit  — 
in  October,  when  the  weather  cools.  I 
want  to  see  Conoco’s  wildlife  exhibit, 
“South  (A  Winter.”  See  the  fireworks 
at  night.  Visit  the  Japan  and  Elgypt 
pavilions.  Tour  the  solar  house.  Eat 
in  the  Chinese  Restaurant  and  sam¬ 
ple  the  Louisiana  crawfish.  I  want  to 
walk  about  leisurely  and  listen  to  the 


HAMBURG,  West  Germany 
(BP)— Baptists  in  the  Federal  Re¬ 
public  of  Germany  have  for  the  first 
time  made  an  official  “declaration  of 
guilt”  for  their  behavior  during  the 
Hitler  regime. 

More  than  4,000  European  Baptists 
from  25  countries  listened  in  hushed 
silence  as  Guenter  Hitzmann,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  West  German  Baptist  Un¬ 
ion,  read  the  brief  declaration  at  the 
European  Baptist  Federation  Con¬ 
gress  meeting  in  Hamburg,  West 
Germany. 

“At  that  time,  notwithstanding, 
there  were  among  us  those  who  de¬ 
tected  the  real  nature  of  that  regime, 
who  warned  against  it  and  opposed 
courageously  the  injustice,”  he  read. 
“Nevertheless  we  did  not  publicly 
join  the  strife  nor  the  sufferings  of  the 
Confessing  church,  and  failed  to 
withstand  more  consciously  the  vio¬ 
lations  of  divine  commandments  and 
injunctions.” 

The  Confessing  church  formed  in 
1934  with  representatives  from 
Lutheran,  Reformed,  and  United 
(including  some  Lutheran  and  Re¬ 
formed)  churches  who  refused  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  religious  ideas  and  policies 
of  Nazi  rule.  After  World  War  II,  in 

Missionaries 
on  furlough 

Missionaries  now  on  furlough  in 
Mississippi  are  David  and  Linda 
Finnell,  3331  Old  Canton  Road, 
Jackson  39216  (Singapore);  Larry 
and  Cheryl  Cox,  Box  390,  Vicksburg 
39180  (Upper  Volta);  Paul  and 
Brenda  Lm,  207  S.  Washington  St., 
Starkville  39759  (Spain);  Don  and 
Margie  Mines,  Pine  Trails  Apts., 
Apt.  M-5,  Clinton  39056  (Argentina); 

James  and  Guinevere  Young,  1625 
Easy  St.,  Yazoo  City  39194 
(Bangladesh);  Gerald  and  Glenda 
Davis,  520  Magazine  St.,  Tupelo  38801 
(Philippines);  Wayne  and  Florence 
Frederick,  c/o  Camp  Creek  Baptist 
Church,  Rt.  2,  Guntown  38840 
(Guadeloupe);.  Jerry  and  Joyce 
Spires,  c/o  Mcliowell  Road  Baptist 
Church,  1020  McDowell  Road, 
Jackson 39204  (Malawi);  Mary  Dann 
Stampley,  3030  Oak  Forest  Dr., 
Jackson  39212,  (Ghana);  Jerry  and 
Glenda  White,  416  Ford,  Columbia 
35429,  (Korea);  Shirley  Jackson 
(South  Brazil),  4  Elm  St.,  Natchez 
39120. 

Presbyterians  seek 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  (EP)-The 
Presbyterian  Church  in  America  has 
adopt^  a  10-year  plan  to  double  its 
missionary  force  from  400  to  800.  The 
general  assembly  gave  approval  to 
“Mission  to  the  World”  strategy  that 
missionaries  of  the  future  be  “in¬ 
creasingly  mobile”  and  move  on 
after  completing  church-planting  as¬ 
signments. 

musicians  on  outdoor  stages.  I  don’t 
want  to  stand  in  any  lines.  Maybe  I 
could  rent  one  of  those  motor 
chairs?? 


By  Johnni  Johnson  Scofield 

OcU^ser  1945,  the  Confessing  church 
issued  what  has  become  known  as  the 
“Stuttgart  Declaration  of  Guilt.” 

“Through  us  inestimable  suffering 
was  inflicted  on  many  pec^les  and 
lands,”  it  said  in  part.  “Indeed  we 
have  fought  for  long  years  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  against  the 
spirit  that  found  horrible  expression 
in  the  National  Socialist  regime  of 
force,  but  we  charge  ourselves  for  not 
having  borne  testimony  with  greater 
courage,  prayed  more  conscienti¬ 
ously,  believ^  more  joyously,  and 
loved  more  ardently.” 

The  Baptist  Union  declaration, 
adopted  by  the  union’s  council  a  day 
before  the  start  of  the  Aug.  1-5  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptist  Federation  CkMigress, 
emerged  as  the  unien  reviewed  the 
150  years  of  German  Baptist  history 
the  congress  was  helping  celebrate. 

“We  must  not  omit  the  disconcert¬ 
ing  period  of  time  of  oppression 
under  the  National  Socialist  govern¬ 
ment,”  Hitzemann  read.  “Not  only 
through  but  also  among  our  people 
much  injustice  came  to  pass.  In  this 
connection,  shame  and  grief  fill  us, 
especially  when  we  consider  the  per¬ 
secution  and  the  mass  extermination 
of  the  Jewish  people. 

“Being  conscious  of  this,  our  na¬ 
tion’s  guilt,  we  remain  dependent  on 
God’s  forgivoiess.  . . .  We,  the  (Jer- 
man  Baptist  Union,  are  humbled  by 
having  been  subordinated  often  to  the 
ideological  seduction  of  that  time,  in 
not  having  shown  greater  courage  in 
acknowledging  truth  and  justice. 
Even  after  the  collapse  of  the  Hitler 
regime,  only  a  few  individuals— but 
never  the  Baptist  Union— took  a 
stand  to  the  aforementioned  events,” 
he  continued. 

“As  pe<^le  of  a  generation  who  ex¬ 


perienced  only  a  part  or  nothing  of 
that  time,  we  nevertheless  see  ourse¬ 
lves  involved  in  the  guilt  of  our  nation 
and  of  our  denomination  and  take 
part  in  carrying  it,”  he  read.  “We 
also  confess  this  before  you,  our 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  European 
Baptist  Unions.” 

Later  in  the  week,  resolutions 
committee  chairman  David  Russell, 
Great  Britain,  read  a  response  he 
drafted  with  Peter  Barber,  general 
secretary  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Scotland. 

“As  we  listened  (to  the  West  Ger¬ 
man  declaration)  we  became  all  the 
more  aware  that  the  burden  of  his¬ 
tory  lies  heavily  upon  us,  but  at  the 
same  time  that  there  is  mercy  and 
forgiveness  through  the  cross  of 
Christ,”  Russell  read. 

“As  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
we  join  our  fellow  German  Baptists 
in  their  earnest  prayers,  knowing 
that  we  also  stand  in  need  of  the 
mercy  and  grace  of  God.  We  see  all 
the  more  clearly  our  need  to  be  vigil¬ 
ant  and  not  to  be  seduced  by  the  sub¬ 
tle  influences  that  make  for  evil  and 
war  and  to  pursue  with  determina¬ 
tion  the  things  that  make  for  peace.” 

Addresses,  study  groups  and  re¬ 
solutions  during  the  meeting,  which 
is  held  every  five  years,  focused 
primarily  on  social  ministries  and 
ethical  concerns  among  European 
Baptists. 

Resolutions  included  calls  for 
stronger  relationships  between  the 
Baptist  unions  of  Europe,  for  peace 
and  nuclear  disarmament  initia¬ 
tives,  and  a  ban  on  the  use  of  torture 
by  governments. 

(Johnni  Johnson  Scofield  is  vice 
president,  office  of  commnnications. 
Foreign  Mission  Board. ) 


Mississippi’s  Southwestern  officers 


The  Mississippi  Club  at  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Is  planning  a 
Labor  Day  Picnic  Sept.  3,  at  6:30  p.m.  at  Rosemont  Park,  near  the  campus. 
Planning  the  event  to  welcome  Mississippi  students  to  Fort  Worth  and  SWBTS 
are  the  Mississippi  Club  officers  pictured  left  to  right;  Joe  Armour,  president, 
Byhalia;  Judy  Stroud,  secretary,  Vicksburg;  Leslie  Baughman,  treasurer.  Drew; 
Teresa  Dickens,  vice-president.  Saucier.  The  Mississippi  Dub  consists  of  semi¬ 
nary  students  who  are  either  native  Mississippians  or  claim  some  other  kin  of 
affiliation  with  the  state.  The  club’s  faculty  sponsor  is  Tommy  Lea.  associate 
professor  of  New  Testament.  He  is  a  native  of  Columbus. 


■a 


Journeyman  program 
strong  after  20  years 


By  Marty  Croll 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-Twenty 
years  ago  this  summer  Jeannie  and 
Allen  OtT  started  thinking  applying 
to  be  in  the  first  group  as  missionary 
journeymen. 

Only  then  they  weren’t  Jeannie  and 
Allen  Orr. 

She  was  Jeannie  Mallow,  the  only 
college  graduate  in  her  Plainview, 
Texas,  farming  family.  He  was  Allen 
Orr  from  Athens,  Ala.  To  her,  he  was 
just  another  of  the  46  young  adults  in 
the  group  who  would  be  sent  overseas 
to  help  career  missionaries  for  two 
years. 

“Most  girls  at  that  point  in  Plain- 
view  got  married  and  had  kids,” 
Jeannie  remembers.  “Not  that 
many,  went  away.  Looking  back,  it 
seems  now  that  life  was  mostly  fo¬ 
cused  on  immediate,  daiy-to<lay  bus¬ 
iness.  It  was  very  conservative,  very 
narrow  in  its  world  vision. 

Jeannie  was  that  way,  too  and  her 
decision  to  apply  for  the  program 
came  on  a  wldm. 

Now,  however,  with  an  expanded 
world  view  and  the  compulsion  to 
share  it,  Jeannie  bears  the  mark  of  a 
true  returned  journeyman.  Before 
she  and  her  husband  were  employed 
last  October  for  a  special  project  in 
the  Philippines,  they  were  a  walking, 
talking  foreign  missions  presence  in 
each  place  they  lived,  from  Colorado 
to  New  Jersey. 

Their  lives  are  just  two  of  many 
that  speak  to  the  potency  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  program  in 
which  more  than  1,600  young  adults 
have  been  commissioned  to  work 
around  the  world  assisting  career 
missionaries.  The  20th  group  was 
commissioned  July  20  in  Richmond. 

“I  don’t  know  that  any  of  us  en¬ 
visioned  the  program  would  still  be  in 
place  20  years  later,”  says  Jesse  C. 
Fletcher,  a  key  figure  in  its  begin¬ 
nings  and  now  president  of  Hardin- 
Simmons  University,  Abilene, 
Texas.  “But  it  didn’t  need  that  kind  of 
assurance.  We  just  need  to  do  it  at  the 
time,  and  the  experience  would  de!- 
termine  how  long  it  would  live.” 

To  date,  143  returned  journeymen 
have  been  appointed  as  career  mis¬ 
sionaries.  But  the  appointment  of 
journeymen  to  career  positions  was 
not  an  aim  of  the  program. 

Its  main  aim  has  been  to  capture  a 
virtually  unused,  energetic  pool  of 
fresh  college  graduates  to  help  get 
the  work  of  God  done  overseas.  And 
one  of  the  program’s  selling  points 
lies  in  the  new  missions  awareness 
returning  journeymen  bring  back  to 
America  with  them.  The  result? 
People  in  Southern  Baptist  pews  who 
know  and  care  more  about  foreign 
missions. 

“The  experience  made  me  a  world 
citizen”  Jeannie  said.  “I  no  longer 
could  look  at  the  world  as  I  did  before. 
And  when  I’m  in  groups  at  churches 
I’m  trying  in  some  ways  to  broaden 
their  view  of  the  world — trying  to  say 
that  what  we  have  in  America  is  not 
all  there  is,  that  our  views  and  values 
may  not  be  the  only  valid  ones. 

“I  decided  my  calling  in  life  is  to  be 
a  gentle  thorn  in  the  flesh.” 

'Hie  program  drew  mixed  reviews 
from  the  start.  Some  people  foresaw 
such  short-term  commitment  as 


threatening  to  career  missions. 
Others,  however,  pointed  to  the  im¬ 
pact  that  could  be  made  overseas  and 
at  home  by  a  new  flexibility  in  foreign 
missions. 

“There  are  some  things  young 
people  can  do  that  perhaps  others  can 
not  do,”  said  Louis  R.  Cobbs,  director 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  per¬ 
sonnel  selection  department.  “Some¬ 
times  a  young  person  can  say  some 
things  others  have  been  saying  and  it 
will  be  heard  athough  it  was  the  first 
time.  Sometimes  their  enthusiasm 
and  zeal  will  enable  things  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  that  otherwise  could  not 
be.” 

In  many  cases  journeymen  have 
been  able  to  identify  with  and  rdate 
to  youth  in  other  nations  where  high 
percentage  of  the  population  are 
young  people.  “This  is  not  a  new  idea. 
The  student  movement  in  the  United 
States  has  been  founded  upon  these 
concepts— the  value  of  youth  working 
with  youth,”  added  Cobbs. 

The  journeyman  training  program 
the  Orirs  attended  was  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Richmond’s  Westhampton 
College  in  the  summer  of  1965.  Since 
then  training  has  become  more 
rigorous  and  defined.  This  year’s 
journeymen  were  the  first  to  be 
trained  at  the  new  Cauthen  Missio¬ 
nary  Learning  Center  in  Rockville, 
Va. 

The  Orrs’  story  indicates  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  journeyman  experi¬ 
ence  to  journeymen  themselves. 
Jeannie  and  Allen  became  interested 
in  each  other  not  during  the  program, 
but  afterwards,  while  studying  at 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

“We  (the  returned  journeymen) 
didn’t  always  relate  all  that  well  to 
everybody  else,”  said  Jeannie.  “Be¬ 
ing  overseas  was  one  of  the  real 
pivotal  points  of  my  life.  Our  experi¬ 
ence  made  us  very  different  from 
others.  It  was  advantageous  that  we 
(she  and  Allen)  had  our  experience 
together.  We  could  fill  in  a  lot  of 
blanks  for  each  other.” 

It  is  difficult  to  pinpoint  exactly 
when  the  idea  of  a  journeyman  prog¬ 
ram  surfaced  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  but  Fletcher  was  an  associate  in 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  person¬ 
nel  depsirtment  when  the  first  formal 
effort  was  made  to  develop  the  prog¬ 
ram.  Then,  however,  board  mem¬ 
bers  shied  away  from  the  idea  and 
instead  decided  in  1961  to  implement 
the  missionary  associate  program, 
putting  into  service  people  who  were 
beyond  the  age  for  career  appoint¬ 
ment. 

But  when  Fletcher  came  up  for 
election  as  personnel  secretary  in 
late  1963,  he  requested  approv^  to 
develop  what  later  would  be  called 
the  journeyman  program.He  asked 
that  the  board  hire  Cobbs  in  early 
1964  as  his  associate  to  help  get  it  go¬ 
ing. 

The  basic  philosophy  and  proces¬ 
ses  of  the  program  were  conceived 
the  spring  of  that  year,  when 
Fletcher,  (}obbs,  and  others  from  the 
board  staged  an  impromptu 
brainstorming  session  at  LaGuai^ia 
Airport.  In  a  discussion  during  an  ex¬ 
tended  layover,  ideas  began  to  fall 
into  place  involving  screening,  selec¬ 
tion,  orientation  and  employment  of 


World  is  focus  of 
student  conference 
at  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans  Seminary  has  the 
world  in  mind  with  its  annual  Student 
Missions  Conference.  This  year’s 
theme  is  “World  Missions  at  the 
World’s  Fair.” 

About  400  young  men  and  women 
are  expected  on  the  seminary  cam¬ 
pus  Nov.  2-4  for  the  conference.  That 
weekend  is  also  ope  of  the  last 
weekends  of  the  fair,  and  those  at¬ 
tending  the  conference  will  be  given 
time  and  encouraged  to  attend  the 
world’s  fair. 

The  conference  has  traditionally 
been  geared  toward  college  students, 
but  this  year  it  has  also  been  opened 
to  high  school  juniors  and  seniors. 

Program  personalities  include 
Calvin  Miller,  author  of  “The 
Singer,”  and  Wayne  Watson,  com¬ 
poser  and  performer  of  contempor¬ 
ary  Cihristisui  music. 

Conference  fee  is  612,  including 
housing.  Students  may  register  fn 
advance  or  at  the  conference.  For 
more  information  contact  Thomas 
Starkes  at  504-282-4455  or  write  to  him 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  3939  Gen- 
tilly  Blvd.  New  Orleans,  La.  70126. 


FMB  names 
journeymen 

RICHMOND,  Va.— Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  commissioned  64  new  jour¬ 
neymen  July  20  for  work  in  32  coun¬ 
ties  during  the  next  two  years.  Three 
are  from  Mississippi. 

The  journeymen  will  work 
alongside  career  missionaries,  hand¬ 
ling  assignments  ranging  from  youth 
evangelism  to  social  and  agricultural 
ministries. 

The  group  represents  the  20th  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  since  the 
program  was  begun  in  1965.  The 
journeymen  come  from  27  states  and 
one  foreign  country.  They  include 
two  married  couples. 

Those  from  Mississippi  are  Regina 
Harlow  of  Amory,  to  Colombia; 
Kevin  Peacock  of  ClinUm,  to  Scot¬ 
land;  and  Mark  Wanker  of  Jackson, 
to  Spain. 
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Baptist  worship 
called  passive 


By  David  Haywood 


journeyman  candidates.  .The  group 
also  developed  the  idea  of  debriefing 
returnees,  still  a  vital  part  of  the 
program. 

Stanley  A.  Nelson,  now  a  professor 
at  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Val¬ 
ley,  Clalif.,  taught  in  each  of  the  train¬ 
ing  sessions  and  was  asked  to  direct 
the  orientation  in  1969-1980,  during 
which  time  he  put  into  place  much  of 
the  administrative  foundation  on 
which  the  program  now  rests,  includ¬ 
ing  goals,  objectives,  and  a  written 
philosophy. 

The  future  promises  changes  of  the 
present  programs,  Ck)bb8  predicts. 
“It  would  seem  natural  to  be  with  a 
program  of  this  nature,  designed  and 
intended  to  capitalize  on  mobility, 
change  would  be  observed.  “We 
would  see  the  journeyman  as  in¬ 
tended  to  be  a  flexible,  highly  mobile 
person.  Mobility  and  diange,  I  think, 
are  related.” 

( Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  Foreign 
hOssioa  Board.) 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)- 
Worship  in  Baptist  churches  does  not 
adequately  focus  on  God,  ministers 
of  music  were  told  during  th^  second 
Church  Music  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Ridgecrest,  N.C. 

According  to  Dan  Hall,  director  of 
the  Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  “Most  of  ^e  worship  service 
in  the  Baptist  church  is  addressed  to 
the  congregation.  We  talk  to  each 
other  about  God  and  the  only  time  we 
focus  on  God  is  when  we  pray. 

“Worship  should  be  active,  but  we 
have  made  it  passive,”  said  Hall. 
“Southern  Baptists  have  never  given 
proper  attention  to  worship  but  we 
are  beginning  to  and  I  feel  we  will  be 
giving  more  attention  to  worship  be¬ 
tween  now  and  the  end  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.” 

He  believes  the  most  important 
timie  in  the  week  is  when  the  church 
meets  to  worship.  “We  need  to  return 
and  renew  praise  in  our  worship  ser¬ 
vices  with  the  emphasis  on  God, 
praising  and  adoring  him  and  his 
sovereignty.  Worship  should  focus  on 
(jod.  God  should  be  on  the  stage  but 
instead  we  leave  him  in  the  wings. 

“The  problem  has  come  from  two 
sources,”  Hall  explained.  “The  first 
source  is  Baptists’  free  church 
background  which  has  drawn  its 
forms  of  worship  from  many  diffe¬ 
rent  traditions  with  no  set  theology. 
The  second  is  the  lack  of  tools  which 
has  been  given  to  pastors  to  help 
them  plan  and  guide  worship. 

“Pastor  have  virtually  no  training 
in  worship  planning  or  leadership  be¬ 
cause  our  seminaries  have  not  been 
teaching  in  this  area.  They  are  now 
bginning  to  offer  courses  in  worship 
planning  and  the  theology  of  worship 
and  I  find  that  very  encouraging,” 
Hall  said. 

In  order  to  change,  Baptists  must 
first  develop  a  strong  biblical  theol¬ 
ogy  of  worship,  he  explained. 

Churches  ne^  to  set  aside  time  for 
training  the  congregation  in  worship, 
just  like  we  train  Sunday  School 
teachers  and  train  our  people  in  dis- 


cipleship.  Hall  said.  “This  is  not  easy 
hut  must  be  seen  as  a  priority.” 

Planning  is  one  key  to  making  wor¬ 
ship  more  meaningful.  According  to 
Hall,  there  are  four  levels  of  plan¬ 
ning.  The  first  is  involving  the  con¬ 
gregation  once  or  twice  a  year  in 
evaluating  the  services  and  allowing 
them  to  offer  suggestions  for  im¬ 
provement. 

The  second  level  is  setting  up  a 
worship  evaluation  committee.  This 
committee  would  work  with  the  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  in  planning  worship  ex¬ 
periences. 

A  weekly  worship  planning  team 
comprises  the  third  level.  This  team 
includes  the  pastor,  the  minister  of 
music,  and  accompanist.  Together 
they  plan  the  service  and  coordinate 
the  various  parts  of  the  service. 

Finally,  the  minister  of  music  and 
the  accompanist  should  rehearse  the 
service.  When  worship  take  on  the 
central  role  of  the  church  and  is  given 
priority,  the  other  ministries  of  the 
church  will  take  on  a  new  life,  Hall 
said. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by 
the  church  music  department  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

(David  Haywood  writes  for  the 
Sunday  School  Board.) 

Baptist  to  publish 
Zimbabwe  tracts 

BULAWAYO,  Zimbabwe— The 
Baptist  Publishing  House  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  will  publish  1  million  tracts  in 
1984,  double  last  year’s  output.  The 
tracts,  printed  in  three  languages, 
are  used  throughout  Zimbabwe  and 
in  other  parts  of  Africa  by  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  and  other 
evangelical  organizations. 

They  include  22  different  titles  with 
messages  for  non-Christians  and  new 
believers.  The  publishing  house  also 
produces  salvation  and  follow-up 
booklets  and  Sunday  School  litera¬ 
ture  in  the  three  languages— Shona, 
Ndebele  and  English. 


Dtrecbons  to  YOUR  Baptist  Book  Store; 
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Atlanta  religious  groups 
rally  for  polifical  season 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Conservative 
Christians  in  the  Atlanta  area  rallied 
at  First  Baptist  Churdj  to  show  their 
support  for  political  candidates  who 
espouse  a  return  to  traditional  mor¬ 
ality. 

About  150  people  gathered  in  the 
sanctuary  Aug.  16  for  the  rally,  spon¬ 
sored  by  FaithAmerica,  a  non- 
denominational  organization  based 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  which  claims  it  is 
dedicated  to  preserving  constitu¬ 
tional  liberties,  educating  Ameri¬ 
cans  about  their  (Christian  heritage 
and  current  issues  and  training 
(Christians  how  to  be  effective  in  pro¬ 
tecting  and  advancing  those  liber¬ 
ties. 

(Charles  Stanley,  president  of  the 
14.1-million  member  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (Convention,  is  pastor  of  the  host 
church.  He  was  scheduled  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  but  was  unable  to  because  of  a 
last-minute  schedule  conflict.  Rally 
organizers  said  Stanley  “is  suppor¬ 
tive”  of  FaithAmerica  and  “agrees 
in  our  wanting  to  get  more  (Christians 
registered  to  vote.” 

The  rally,  prefaced  by  the  playing 
of  patriotic  songs  and  hymns,  was  set 
as  a  preliminary  to  a  Sept.  15  national 
Constitutional  Liberties  Rally  in 
Washington.  The  September  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  beamed  live,  via  satel¬ 
lite  ,  to  more  than  700  sites  throughout 
the  nation,  including  the  Atlanta 
(Civic  Center. 

A  similar  rally  was  held  in  Atlanta 
this  past  spring  prior  to  many  of  the 
state  Democratic  presidential 
primaries  and  was  hosted  by  Zig  Zig- 
lar,  a  Dallas  businessman,  member 
of  First  Church,  Dallas,  and  first 
vice-president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (Convention. 

During  the  rally,  participants 
viewed  about  45  minutes  of  video  tape 
from  the  two-hour  Spring  rally. 
Footage  included  a  speech  by  former 
Arizona  congressman  and  Faith¬ 
America  national  president  John 
Conlan  claiming  lax  morality  is  one 
form  of  (Communist  aggression  to¬ 
ward  the  United  States  designed  to 
make  the  nation  crumble  from 
within. 

Also  shown  was  a  clip  from  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  President  Reagan  to  a  group 
of  religious  broadcasters.  When 
Reagan  was  introduced  on  tape,  the 
audience  broke  into  applause. 

Jim  Zauderer,  founder  and  chair¬ 
man  of  FaithAmerica  Foundation’s 
Georgia  chapter  and  a  member  of  At¬ 
lanta’s  First  Baptist  (Church,  said  the 
organization  has  grown  since  its 
Georgia  beginning  last  January.  A 
February  rally  at  First  Baptist 
Church  drew  1,000  people;  in  April, 
the  (Constitutional  Libe^es  Rally  at¬ 
tracted  more  than  3,000  participants. 

Other  activities  have  included 
voter  registration  Sundays,  corres¬ 
ponding  with  thousands  of  drives  by 
churdies  nationwide.  Zauderer  said 
the  drives  represented  “the  first 
major  push  the  (Christian  community 
has  had  in  this  area  and  the  results 
have  really  been  fantastic.’’ 

Another  First  Baptist  Church 
membeF,  Greg  Brezina,  a  former 
pro-football  player,  said  registering 


By  hficfaael  Tntterow 
Christians  to  vote  had  helped  to  “get 
rid  of  one”  unidentified  Fayette 
County  (metro  Atlanta)  politician. 
Though  the  office  “was  a  small  one,” 
he  contended  the  process  will  work  at 
all  levels.  “If  I  can  be  salt  in  this  sin- 
sick  society  by  getting  rid  of  corrupt 
politicians,  stopping  homosexuals, 
standing  against  abortionists,  then 
I’ll  do  it,”  he  said. 

Zauderer  said  an  estimated  10-15 
million  (Christians  are  not  registered 
to  vote.  Nancy  Shaefer,  chairperson 
for  the  Atlanta  chapter  of  Faith¬ 
America  Foundation,  said  compla¬ 
cency  “moves  across  this  country 
just  like  fog”  among  many  Christ¬ 
ians  who  “don’t  want  to  know  what’s 
happening  and  willfully  choose  not  to 
hear  it.” 

Zauderer  introduced  Pat  Swindall 
and  Bill  Bronson,  who  are  running  for 
congressional  seats  in  the  metropoli¬ 
tan  Atlanta  area.  Both  Republican 
candidates  received  strong  ap¬ 
plause.  Swindall,  who  took  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote  in  the  Republican 
primary,  is  vying  for  Georgia’s 
fourth  district  congressional  sdat; 
Bronson  is  seeking  Geof  gia’s  seventh 
district  seat. 

“Both  of  these  men  are  committed 
(Jiristians,  who  are  politically  con¬ 
servative,”  said  Zauderer.  “They’re 
both  comnutted  to  a  strong  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage;  both  these  men 
have  been  endorsed  by  the  national 
Right-To-Life  and  the  Georgia 
Right-To-Life;  both  of  these  men  de¬ 
serve  and  should  have  our  support.” 

Zauderer  was  Reagan’s  state  trea¬ 
surer  and  state  co-chairman  from 


1977  through  1960.  He  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  following  the  rally  he  had  been 
involved  in  efforts  to  organize  (Christ¬ 
ians  to  vote  and  make  an  impact  on 
the  political  and  social  scene,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  areas  of  prayer  in  public 
schools,  tuition  tax  credits  for  those 
who  send  their  children  to  private 
and  parochial  schools  and  anti¬ 
abortion  legislati(Hi. 

Zauderer  encouraged  participants 
to  place  information  abwt  the  Sep¬ 
tember  rally  in  churches  throughout 
the  city.  The  leaflets  advertise  that 
both  President  Reagan  and  Demo¬ 
cratic  presidential  candidate  Walter 
Mondale  will  be  present  at  the  rally. 

He  said  many  people  have  asked 
why  Mondale  would  appear  on  the 
program.  His  statement  —  that  the 
positions  of  both  men  would  be  pre¬ 
sented  “side  by  side”  so  “every 
(Christian  can  see  the  difference  bet¬ 
ween  President  Reagan  and  Walter 
Mondale”  —  drew  laughter  from  at¬ 
tendees. 

He  also  indicated  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  platforms  will  be 
compared  in  a  similar  fashion,  yet 
maintained  “we’re  not  trying  to 
promote  one  party  over  the  other.” 
That  statement  alw  elicited  laughter 
from  rally  particiants. 

FaithAmerica  is  working  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  American  (Coalition 
for  Traditional  Values  (A(CTV),  a 
group  organized  by  author  Tim 
LaHay,  and  with  the  700  Club,  a 
(Christian  broadcasting  group  based 
in  New  Jersey. 

(Michael  Tntterow  writes  for  The 
Home  Mission  Board.) 


Coronel  Oviedo  Baptists 
visit  on  Sunday  mornings 

Dennis  and  Jean  McEntire,  missionaries  to  Paraguay,  report  that  the 
Baptist  church  in  (Coronel  Oviedo  has  changed  its  traditional  Sunday 
meeting  schedule. 

“We  are  emphasizing  the  need  for  visitation  on  the  part  of  all  the 
ehurch  members,”  they  said.  “The  only  day  that  most  of  them  can  give 
for  visiting  is  Sunday,  and  the  best  time  on  Sunday  to  catch  the  people  at 
home  is  in  the  morning.” 

With  that  in  mind,  they  moved  Sunday  School  to6  p.m.,  suspended  the 
morning  service,  and  b^an  to  visit  on  Sunday  moni^g.  They  still  have 
a  children’s  hour  in  the  morning  while  the  adults  go  out  to  witness  and  to 
(rffer  home  Bible  studies  to  families. 


Baptists  helping  sponsor 
Christian  radio  to  Albania 


MONTE  CARLO  (BP)— Through  a 
radio  broadcast.  Baptists  are  helping 
the  gospel  message  penetrate  Al¬ 
bania,  the  east  European  country 
considered  by  some  to  be  the  world’s 
most  atheistic  state. 

Since  1967,  when  its  communist 
leader,  Enver  Hoxha, closed  the2,149 
churches  and  mosques  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  all  religious  liberty  has  been  de¬ 
nied. 

But  since  July  2,  a  radio  program 
has  beanned  the  gospel  into  Albania 
weekly  through  Trans  World  Radio 
facilities  in  Monte  (Carlo.  The  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  jointly  sponsored  by 


the  Southern  Baptist  Foragn  Mission 
Board’s  east  European  mission  and 
the  European  (Christian  Mission. 

A  Yugoslav- Albanian  pastor  resid¬ 
ing  in  the  West  prepares  the  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  Albanian  language.  An¬ 
nual  cost  of  the  project  is  $25,000,  a 
major  factor  being  the  high  fre¬ 
quency  beam  used  to  reach  the  coun- 
Messages  are  broadcast  for  15 
minutes  each  Thursday  evening. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  pro¬ 
viding  approximately  $21,000  for  the 
project  and  the  European  (Christian 
Mission,  a  Yugoslav  organization, 
approximately  $4,000. 


Writer  says  biography 
may  be  surprising 


\  By  (Charles  Willis 

GLORIETA,  N.  M.  (BP)—  tion’s missionaries,  including  Lot- 


Southern  Baptists  who  believe 
Annie  Armstrong,  one  of  their 
missions-minded  heroines,  was  a 
“sweet  little  old  lady”  may  be  in 
for  a  surprise. 

According  to  Bobbie  Sorrill,  au¬ 
thor  of  “Annie  Armstrong: 
Dreamer  in  Action”  recently  re¬ 
leased  by  Broadman  Press, 
Armstrong  was  “six  feet  tall,  ram¬ 
rod  straight,  and  didn’t  take  any¬ 
thing  off  of  anybody.” 

Sorrill,  associate  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Un¬ 
ion,  SBC,  told  participants  in  the 
church  media  library  conference 
she  discovered  during  her  re- 
s^rch  for  the  book  that  Annie 
Armstrong  was  a  woman  who  sel¬ 
dom  hesitated  to  express  her  opin¬ 
ions. 

As  the  first  WMU  executive  from 
1888  to  1906,  Armstrong  was  “very 
much  a  Southern  V  ictorian  woman 
in  some  ways,”  Sorrell  said.  But 
when  it  suited  her  purposes,  she 
could  be  a  strong-willed  personal¬ 
ity. 

A  staunch  defender  of  Southern 
Baptist  agencies,  Armstrong 
wrote  several  times  weekly  to  ex¬ 
press  her  views  to  the  heads  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  the  Home 
Mission  Board  and  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 

“Her  letters  were  very 
lengthy,”  Sorrill  said,  and  when 
she  became  angry,  the  messages 
were  “caustic  and  hostile.”  After 
such  outbursts,  her  biographer 
said,  “she  would  always  be  sorry .  I 
think  she  would  have  given  her  life 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  or  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board.” 

While  Armstrong  had  differ¬ 
ences  that  led  to  difficulty  with 
some  of  the  national  WMU  presi¬ 
dents,  she  appeared  to  be  loved  by 
Southiem  Baptist  women  acros^ 
the  country,  Sorrill  said. 

“She  had  a  regular  correspon¬ 
dence  with  all  of  the  denomina- 

CMA  announces 
witness  to  Guinea 

NYACK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  The  Christ¬ 
ian  and  Missionary  Alliance  foreign 
missions  department  announced  this 
week  that  they  received  official  ap¬ 
proval  to  send  new  missionaries  to 
(Guinea. 

Since  1967  until  now  missionary  ac¬ 
tivities  in  that  West  African  country 
had  been  severely  limited.  All  mis¬ 
sionary  agencies  but  the  (Kristian 
and  Missionary  Alliance  were  asked 
to  leave  the  country  and  Islam  was 
greatly  favored  by  the  government. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  nine 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance 
missionaries  in  Guinea,  most  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  educational 
work  and  600  churches. 

The  Sudan  Interior  Mission  has 
also  applied  for  permission  to  begin 
missionary  work  in  (juinea. 


The  man  who  trusts  men  will  make 
fewer  mistakes  than  he  who  distrusts 
them.— Camillo  B.  Cavour 


tie  Moon,”  she  continued.  In  fact 
Armstrong  was  responsible  for  the 
annual  foreign  missions  offering 
being  named  for  Moon. 

Years  after  Armstrong  had  res¬ 
igned  her  post  over  personal  op¬ 
position  to  a  WMU  training  school, 
national  women’s  leaders  asked 
her  permission  to  name  the  annual 
home  missions  offering  in  her 
honor.  Armstrong  balked.  She 
wanted  no  part  of  fame.  She  finally 
yielded  when  others  assured  her 
that  naming  the  offering  for  her 
would  help  &e  cause  of  missions. 

Armstrong  was  active  in  Utah 
Place  Baptist  (Jhurch,  Baltimore, 
where  WMU  was  then  headquar¬ 
tered.  Fot  60  years  she  taught  chil¬ 
dren  in  Sunday  school. 

Sorrill  said  her  two-and-one-half 
years  of  research  on  Armstrong 
led  her  to  H.  O.  Walters  of  Florida 
who  was  a  member  of  Armstrong’s 
class  when  he  was  seven  years  old 
and  she  was  in  her  seventies. 

Walters  told  Sorrill  Armstrong 
expected  perfection  of  her  pupils 
2uid  each  child  was  required  to  re¬ 
peat  the  memory  verse  each  Sun¬ 
day  before  entering  the  class¬ 
room. 

Walters  also  recalled  an  occa¬ 
sion  when  Armstrong  invited  the 
class  to  her  home  for  tea  and 
cookies  but  left  all  the  preparation 
and  serving  of  refreshments  to  her 
sister  Alice.  Armstrong  wasn’t  a 
poor  hostess  however,  for  Walters 
told  Sorrill  that  while  Alice  scur¬ 
ried  about,  their  teacher  “was 
down  on  the  floor  playing  jacks 
with  us!” 

In  1938,  gravely  ill  and  some¬ 
times  in  a  coma,  Armstrong,  then 
88,  called  for  “my  boys.”  Walters, 
then  in  his  20s,  was  summoned  to 
visit  her  with  the  church  pastor. 
J.^Sbe  was  out  of  her  coma,”  Sorrill 
quoted  Walters  as  saying,  “and 
she  drilled  me  on  every  memory 
verse  I  had  ever  had!” 

Sorrill  admitted  some  of  the  vol¬ 
atile  correspondence  and  appa¬ 
rent  bull-headedness  of  Arm¬ 
strong  shattered  some  of  her  pre¬ 
conceived  ideas  about  the  mis¬ 
sions  heroine.  However,shesaid,a 
meek  woman  would  never  have 
been  able  to  make  the  impact 
Armstrong  made  in  those  times. 

“She  had  key  roles  in  planning 
literature  for  missions  and  in  or¬ 
ganizing  women  for  missions  sup¬ 
port,”  Sorrill  said. 

Armstrong’s  family  had  enough 
money  that  she  could  have  chosen 
to  be  a  socialite,  Sorrill  said.  “But 
she  chose  the  broader  concern  of 
the  whole  world.  1^  left  us  a  mis¬ 
sions  denomination  as  her  le¬ 
gacy.” 

(Charles  Willis  is  associate 
editor  of  the  Tennessee  Baptist 
and  Reflector.) 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prico,  binding  and  ttyia  to  maat  ovary 
naad.  Quality  workmaitahip  guarantaad. 
Writa  for  iliuatratad  prica  toidar. 
"IntmrrmtiontHy  known  gpocMIata" 
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Eighty-eight  people  of  all  ages 
from  nine  churches  of  Pearl  River 
Baptist  Association  participated  in  a 
mission  project  to  the  Jackson  Cam¬ 
pus  of  the  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 
The  work  was  conducted  between 
July  20  and  August  4  while  most  of  the 
children  were  on  their  summer  vaca¬ 
tion. 

Every  Pearl  River  Baptist  has 
been  reminded  often  about  the  needs 
of  our  Children’s  Village  by  Cleve 
Dawsey,  Unity  Baptist  Church,  who 
has  coordinate  this  project  for  two 
years.  Dawsey  is  deeply  committed 
to  ’The  Village  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Association  Missions  Development 
Committee. 

Work  performed  by  the  group  was 
the  inside  painting  of  bed,  vanities, 
and  bathrooms,  repairing  of  floors, 
painting  outside  of  the  chapel  and 
hve  cottages,  varnishing  of  doors  to 
the  administrative  building,  jacking 
up  one  building,  putting  ceramic  tile 
on  several  bathrooms,  and  the  roof¬ 
ing  of  one  building. 


Washington  has  GA-RA  camp 


Ovis  and  Virginia  Fairley 


Washington  County  Baptist  Association  had  a  GA-RA  Missions  Camp  on  May 
11  and  12  at  the  Washington  County  Convention  Center  in  Greenville.  Minety- 
eight  RAs  and  their  leaders  camped  out  in  tents  on  the  convention  grounds. 
There  were  164  GAs  and  RAs,  and  leaders  at  the  mission  camp.  Missionaries  who 
led  the  conferences  were  Patricia  Simmons,  State  GA  consultant  and  Gene 
Foshee,  former  home  missionary  to  Alaska.  Mrs.  Donna  Germany  is  the  associa- 
tional  GA  director  and  James  Kerr  is  the  associations!  RA  director.  Roy  D.  Raddin 
is  the  director  of  missions.  In  the  photo  are  some  of  the  RA  Leaders  who  camped 
out;  front  row,  left  to  right:  Dean  Naron,  Patrick  Neese,. Chris  Naron,  David 
Doham ,  Jr.,  Layton  Rogers,  Rev.  Jack  DeMoney,  Roy  Thompson ,  James  Kerr,  Don 
Carter;  back  row:  Keith  Strothers.  Bobby  Naron,  Truman  Stokes.  Kenny  Stroud, 
Curtis  Purvis,  Mark  Wasson,  Kenny  Hawk,  Roy  Rhoden.  Bubba  Harden.  Rev. 
Ricky  Kennedy,  Mack  Mooney. 


Parchman  ministry  is 
state  missions  item 


State  officials 


where  she  is  a  member  of  Calvary  ^ 

Church,  to  play  piano  and  teach  a  Paul  g.  ivfay  has  accepted  the  call  Lee  Poquette  has  resigned  as 

P^nvrkV  of  center  Hill  Church,  Hamilton,  as  music  and  media  assistant  at  First 

And  a  Mission  Service  Corps  ▼  dLlCdll  CllV  ily  ministerof  music  and  youth.  He  goes  Church,  Jackson,  to  be  associate 

worker  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  re-  from  First,  West  Point,  where  he  minister  of  music  at  First  Church, 

turned  for  a  second  year  for  a  week’s  WASHINGTON  (EP)— William  served  as  minister  of  youth  and  chil-  Houston,  Tex. 

work.  Last  year,  she  admitted  the  as-  Wilson,  the  newly-appointed  U.S.  dren.  He  is  a  1964  graduate  of  Missis- 

signment  was  her  last  choice,  but  ambassador  to  the  Vatican,  came  sippi  College.  He  will  pursue 

said  she  “Saw  the  need’’  and  “got  under  fire  recently  from  the  State  graduate  work  at  Mississippi  State 

bit’’  by  the  ministry  there.  Virginia  Department  and  Americans  United  this  fall.  He  is  a  native  of  Columbus 

says  the  woman  worked  overtime  at  for  Separation  of  Church  and  State.  2uid  was  licensed  by  First  Church, 

her  office  in  Montgomery  to  be  able  Officials  in  the  State  Department  Columbus.  Don  Nerren  is  pastor  of 

to  come  for  the  week.  questioned  his  continued  holding  of  a  Center  Hill. 

At  the  Equipping  Center  each  year  directorate  position  in  a  for-profit 
there  is  a  training  conference  spon-  corporation  in  violation  of  Depart- 

sored  bv  lb.  cooboreti,.  Mission  ment  poUcy.  TOs  is  a  .iolaUon  «-en  ^  (Simpsool 

Sept.  2  to  6;  evangelist.  Sonny  Ad 

are  trained  to  witness  at  Parchman  dent  Reagan,  has  substantial  hold-  „„„„„„„  „„  Sanders. 

or  to  go  back  into  their  communities  ings  in  Pennzoil  and  Earle  M.  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  The  - 

tobecomecontactperso^.“EvOTas  J^gensen  Co.,  a  California  steel  He  that  does  good  for  good’s  sake 

little  as  it  may  seem,’’  says  Ovis,  “rm.  wmk  mat  a  snip^ni  ot  i4,wo  neither  oraise  nor  reward 

“writing  letters  to  inmates  is  impor-  In  answer  to  these  charges  a  Spanish  Bibles  and  900  die-  though  log*  Williarr 

tant”  spokesman  for  the  Office  of  Govern-  tionanes  had  been  sent  to  Cuba  with  ^ougn  sure  of  both  at  last.- William 

Only  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  the  ment  Ethics  sUted  that  an  excepUon  the  official  permission  of  the  Castro  . 

chanlains  offira  at  Parchman  used  Wilson  because  his  government.  H9W99V9i99l 

thd.  &«..iryryin«  Ponidbr  iroin  «  mobn  coTporate  posiUoiis  would  iwt  inter-  These  books  were  provided  by  the 


Ray  Moocrief,  former  pastor  at 
Martin  Bluff,  Jackson  (bounty,  has 
accepted  the  call  to  be  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Burris,  La. 


12,000  Bibles  sent 


COMPUTER  SERVICES  and 
Software  contribution  records, 
bookkeeping,  and  membership  in¬ 
formation.  Call  (601i  796-9262  be¬ 
tween  1-4  p.m.  Blair  Computer 
Service,  Box  1142,  Picayune,  MS 
39466. 


MISSISSIPPI  CHILDREN’S 
HOME  SOaETY  is  looking  Im^ 
parent/teacher  couple  to  live  In 
with  eight  troubled  teen-agod 
girls  in  behavioral  treatment 
program.  Salary  range  $20,Mlto 
$25,099  pins  room  and  board, 
DOE.  College  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  with  teens  preferred.  Send 
resume  to  Aletha  Burke,  P.  O.  Bes 
1078,  Jackson  39205. 


FOR  SALE;  42  CHOIR  ROBES;  I 
instrumentalist’s  robes,  mediaas 
blue,  $25.99  each.  First  Baptfgt 
Church,  Box  69,  Main  Street, 
Okoiona,  MS  38860;  (6011447-5416. 


PAGE  If  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Southside,  Aberdeen,  pays  for 
sanctuary,  bums  note  early 

125th  anniversary 

employed  part  time  at  Gulfshore  Southside’,  Aberdeen,  members  The  choir  under  fee  direction  of  Page 

Baptist  Assembly  as  a  chef.  His  son,  Damascus  (Franklin):  Sept.  2;  all  and  pastor,  Gerald  Ho(^es,  and  tms-  Thomason  presented  special  music. 
Freddie  Cook  Jr.,  is  supervisor  of  day  services,  beginning  at  10  a.m.;  tees  held  a  note  burning  ceremony  After  fee  note  burning,  the  church 
maintenance  at  Gulfshore.  Funeral  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Charles  Ab-  July  29,  signifying  the  completion  of  members  and  guests  ate  lunch  in  the 
services  were  held  for  Cook,  a  minis-  bey,  pastor;  125th  anniversary  payments  for  the  sanctuary.  fellowship  hall, 

ter,  on  Aug.  25  at  First  Missionary  celebration.  The  membership  had  pledged  ^ 

Baptist  Church,  Pass  Christian.  $100,000  toward  building  the  ^ 

Fernwood,  Gulfport:  Sept  2-  sanctuary  in  1975  and  in  less  than  10  Kural  Center 

Cy)en  WhHlows,  S^thera  Baptist  Homecoming  Day;  Charles  Gibbs’,  y*®" ^ 
daily  devotional  guide,  fall  quarter,  ^  ^  chwc*  was  organized  in  October  1961  TeCOgniZea 

contains  a  devotional  reading  by  a.m.  service;  covered  dish  lunch  to  wife  110  ineinbers.  wTMr\AMArt  dk  t  •  tk 

Jean  Ross  of  Hazel  Green,  Ala.  Mrs.  «.rvpd  •  afternoon  aotivitiac  tn  in-  served  on  fee  build-  MINDANAO,  Philippine  —  The 

Ross  is  fee  former  Tommie  Jean  „i.,  __  nlH.fa«hinnpH  hvmn  «ina  ^8  committee  were  Gene  Williams,  Baptist  Rural  Life  Center  received 

Irvin  of  Laurel.  Her  husband,  Wil-  with  several  snecial  music^senta-  chairman;  Wallace  Dobson;  Doc  fee  1984  Achievement  Award  of  fee 
liam  H.  Ross,  formerly  was  pastor  of  pgy|  Ta>rlor,  Norris  Brasfield,  Coy  Flynn,  Crop  Science  Society  of  fee  Philip- 


LOVE  MUST  BE  TOUGH,  by  i^  experience  to  supp(Hi  his  sugges-  Zodhiates  is  painstaking  in  his 
JamesC.Dobsou;  Word  Books,  1963;  tions.  The  book  is  filled  with  letters  of  anal}rsis  cd  wmds,  phrases,  and  con- 
214  pages;  hardback,  118.15.  those  who  have  been  caught  up  in  the  cepts.  Relevant  scriptures  from 

This  book  was  written  to  help  those  whirlwind  o(  marital  infidelity  and  other  biblical  books  are  brought  into 
who  are  the  victims  of  an  increas-  graphically  portrays  fee  anguish  ex-  discussion  and  are  often  fully  exe- 
ingly  conunta  problem— marital  W  perienced  by  those  who  have  done  fee  geted. 

fidelity.  Dobson  believes  feat  many  hurting  and  those  who  are  being  hurt.  The  two  most  controversial  gifts  of 

women  and  men  are  receiving  and  Dobson’s  purpose  is  not  to  lead  the  Spirit  today  are  healing  and  ton¬ 
following  bad  advice  from  well-  women  or  men  to  divorce  their  un-  gues.  Zodhiates’  analysis  of  these  is 
intentioned  teachers  and  pastors,  faithful  partners,  but  rather  to  give  characterized  by  common  sense  and 
Basing  their  opinions  on  what  they  them  support  so  that  they  may  lov-  spiritual  wisdom.  He  argues  persua- 
call  the  biblical  doctrine  of  submis-  ingly  conh^  an  erring  partner  and  sively  that  healing  is  not  in  the 
sion  and  love  and  marriage,  some  seek  to  win  them  back  to  the  Lord  and  atonement:  “Nowhere  are  we  told 
seminar  leaders  and  pastors  have  to  the  marriage  cranmitment.  that  fee  death  of  Christ  was  for  fee 

recently  been  teaching  that  fee  vie-  Dobson  suggests  feat  the  concept  redemption  of  our  bodies,’’  (page 
Urns  of  marital  infidelity  should  fol-  (rf  loving  toughness  will  work  in  other  147).  He  compares  biblical 
low  a  course  of  appeasement  in  seek-  settings,  as  well  as  in  the  context  of  ,  healings— especially  fee  healings  by 
ing  to  win  their  spouse.  marital  infidelity,  and  applies  this  to  Jesus — wife  fee  proported  healings 

Women  especially  are  trfd  that  if  such  situations  as  fee  wife-beater,  of  today  and  shows  that  there  is  no 
their  husbands  are  unfaithful  to  them  the  child-abuser,  the  radical  biblical  support  for  fee  “healers’ of 
that  they  do  not  confront  them  wife  feminist,  fee  homosexual,  and  the  al-  '  today. 

their  unfaithfulness.  They  should  cobolic.  Zodhiates’  lengthy  discussion  of 

remain  submissive.  They  should  ask  This  book  does  notanswer  all  fee  tongues  is  equally  helpful.  Tongues  in 
God  to  reveal  their  own  failures  that  questions,  but  it  is  certainly  a  needed  the  Bible  werecthnic  languages,  not 
have  led  to  their  husband’s  unfaith-  corrective  to  fee  unbalanced  teach-  meaningless  gibberish,  he  con- 
fulness.  And  they  should  aontinue  ing  ttmt  so  many  are  receiving  in  our  eludes.  The- (Corinthian  church  was 

’,  influenced,  however,  by  fee  pagan 
_  oracle  of  Delphi  where  a  pythoness 
;  would  predict  the  future  while  under 
i-  a  h}q)notic  trance,  often  using  non- 
Ilfhers,  Ckattanooga,  Teu.;  491  senaical  gibberish  which  had  to  be 

interpreted.’’ 

2lk)dhiates  magnifies  the  ministry 


considers  Holly  Springs  his  MeSpadden  will 
hometown.  She  is  fee  former  Anne  .  * 

Jones  of  Brookhaven.  give  concert  at 

James  and  Mary  Slack,  mis-  Colonial  Heights 
sionaries  to  fee  Philippines,  have  a 

change  of  furlough  address  (2334  Gary  MeSpadden,  contemporary 
Coronet  PL,  Jackson,  Miss.  39204).  Christian  recording  artist,  will  be  in 
He  was  bom  in  Minden,  La.  She  was  concert  at  Colonial  Heights  Church, 
bom  in  Poplarville,  Miss.  Jackson,  Sept.  9  at  7  p.m.  'The  per¬ 

formance,  free  to  the  public,  will 
Shirley  L.  Jackson,  missionary  to  coiKlude  a  day  of  homecoming  fes- 
Brazil,  has  arrived  in  fee  States  for  tivities  at  fee  church,  said  Don  Ben¬ 
nett,  minister  of  music. 

MeSpadden,  a  combination  soloist, 
songvrriter,  and  minister,  recently 
released  his  second  solo  album,  “It 
Was  Enough.’’  In  addition  to  his  solo 
accomplishments,  he  sings  bass  for 
the  Bill  Gaither  Trio. 

J.  Gerald  Harris  is  pastor  of  Ck>lo- 
nial  Heights  Church.  A  love  offering 

irill  be  t^en  at  the  concert.  For  rnore  treating  the  husband  as  the  man  of  day.  Reviewed  by  Alan  Day ,  l^tor 

contact  the  house,  granting  him  marital  First  Church,  McComb. 
uie  enuren  at  956-5000.  favors,  cooking  for  him,  and  so  I  CORINTHIANS  12:  VOLUME  1; 

forth— even  while  he  is  engaging  in  by  Spiros  Zodhiates;  AMG  Pub 
y  .  .  T>  •  extra-marital  sexual  relationships. 

LPUlSldlld  i5flptlSt  Dobson  suggests  that  not  only  is  pages;  paperback. 

•!  j  s  tt  ^  this  method  unbilfecal,  it  is  imprac-  'Hiis  is  a  detailed,  verse-by-verse  _ _ _ 

8  rlOnie  tical.lt  will  not  work.  The  problem  in  exegesis  and  exposition  of  an  ex-  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  fee  body  ^Christ 

^Pt  1  6  million  *  marriage  when  one  partno*  is  un-  tremely  difficult  and  controverted  while  at  the  same  time  he  clears  up 

•B^x.vr  uuuxi/ti  faithful  is  that  there  has  been  a  lossof  passage  of  Scripture.  Zodhiates  much  confusion  on  the  subject  of 

respect,  Dobson  believes.  A  woman  brings  to  fee  task  an  amazing  facility  spiritual  gifts.  This  volume  will  be 

MONROE,  La.  (BP)  — A  $1.6  mill-  who  grovels  before  her  unfaithful  for  fee  Greek  language.  He  himself  is  welcomed  by  pastors  and  teach- 

imi  endowment  gift  has  come  to  the  husband  causes  him  todisresp^  her  a  native  Grecian  and  grew  up  speak-  ers.— Reviewed  by  Alan  Day,  pastor 

Louisiana  Baptist  (^Idren’s  Home  even  more.  She  must  maintain  her  ing  the  Greek  language.  He  has  also  First  (Thurch,  McC^omb. 
of  Monroe.  It  was  fee  largest  single  dignity  and  self-respect.  She  does  not  mastered  both  Gassical  and  Koine 

cash  bequest  ever  made  to  an  agency  confront  unlovingly,  but  she  does  let  Greek  (fee  Greek  of  the  New  Testa- 

or  institution  of  fee  Louisiana  Baptist  him  know  feat  he  has  a  choice  to  ment.) 

Convention.  make— either  her  or  fee  other  per-  In  fee  foreword  of  this  volume  Dr. 

Orcutt  G.  Lively,  who  was  a  son.  W.  A.  Criswell  writes,  “I  have  been 

member  of  Florida  Boulevard  Bap-  Dobson  believes  in  fee  concept  of  an  amazed  pilgrim  walking  with  joy 
tist  (Thurch  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  di^  mutual  accountability.  Submission  is  across  fee  perceptive  peaks  of  Eh*, 

in  1979  leaving  fee  bulk  of  her  estate  not  a  one-sided  thing.  It  involves  both  Zodhiates’  books.  They  have  never 

to  fee  Baptist  Home.  The  $1.6  million  partners.  When  one  partner  is  not  failed  to  provide  insights  into  fee 

placed  in  fee  endowment  fund  in  June  committed  to  the  marriage, , then  Greek  New  Testament  as  well  as  to 

Freddie  Cook  Sr.,  75,  died  Aug.  22  1984,  came  from  the  sale  of  approxi-  there  is  no  marriage.  stir  up  my  own  thoughts  and  percep- 

at  Pass  Christian.  He  had  been  mately  35  acres  of  land.  Dobson  draws  on  his  rich  counsel-  tions.’’ 


Donald  and  Jo  Redmon,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  have  arrived 
in  fee  States  for  furlough  (address: 
23  Lamont,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  72209). 
She  is  from  Pontotoc  County. 
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Devotional' 


Thlrty-tevea  youths  and  adults 
from  Mt.  Vernon  Chordi,  ColumlMu, 
traveled  to  Gatlinburg,  Tenn.  for  a 
week  of  resort  mission  work,  July 
1&-21,  under  the  leadership  of  home 
missionaries,  Bill  and  Cindy  Black, 
and  Smoky  Mountain  Resort  Minis¬ 
tries.  While  in  Gatlinburg,  they  held 
day  catnps  in  five  different 
campgrounds  and  presented  a  family 
entertainment  program  nightly. 
Charles  Bareli  is  pastor  and  Char¬ 
lie  Martin  is  minister  of  music  and 
youth. 


Providence  Chnrch,  Attala  CMuity, 
is  making  plans  to  enlarge  its  Sunday 
School  by  adding  more  classes  and 
teachers.  A  building  fund  has  been 
set  up  for  future  needs,  and  all  offer¬ 
ings  on  fifth  Sundays  are  placed  in 
this  fund.  Walter  Hines  has  been 
serving  as  pastor  since  February, 
1981.  Since  that  time  the  Sunday 
School  attendance  has  grown  from 
eight  to  a  high  of  37,  and  there  hav^ 
been  five  additions  to  the  church  by 
baptism  and  seven  by  letter.  Hines 
reports  that  the  church  is  now  operat¬ 
ing  on  a  budget,  the  first  one  adopted 
by  the  church  since  it  was  organized 
in  1889.  The  congregation  gives  10 
percent  of  the  budget  to  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  and  associational  mis¬ 
sions  and  10  percent  of  offering  to 
home,  state,  a^  foreign  missions  in 
the  months  when  they  are  em¬ 
phasized  by  weeks  of  prayer. 

THE  ACTEEN8  at  AOATON  CHURCH.  STARKVILLE,  held  a  Studiact  recogni-  . 
don  aarvioa  racantly.  Thoae'racognizad  ware  (I  to  r)  front  row:  Margaret  Gammill, 
quaen;  Rene  Ming,  quean;  Chan  Monroe,  queen  with  scepter;  back  row.  Holly 
Haskins,  quean;  Oarta  Ming,  queen  with  scepter;  Lori  Barksdale,  queen  with 
scepter  and  Jennifer  Mincy,  queen  with  scepter.Tempe  O’Nan  is  the  Acteens 
leader. 


The  Christian  home 


'JA  preview  of  Heaven 


.  By  Hueston  Adkins,  pastor,  First,  Mendenhall 
(Luke  U:1S) 


Adkins 


As  I  think  of  my  home  life  as  a 
young  boy,  I  always  have  a  happy 
feeling.  11118  happy  feeling  does  not 
“  come  because  I 

was  reared  in  a 
beautiful,  spaci¬ 
ous,  modern- 
equipped  home 
with  a  swimming 
pool  and  game 
room.  Nor  does 
this  happy  feeling 
flood  my  mind  be¬ 
cause  I  had  a 
sports  car  and  an  abundance  of 
money  to  spend.  The  happy  feeling  is 
not  the  result  oi  remembering  the 
vacations  I  took  with  my  family. 

You  my  grandfather  was  a 
sharecropper  and  my  father  was  a 
sharecropper  until  I  was  nine  years 
old.  Materialistically,  we  were  poor. 
However,  when  I  think  of  my  life  as  a 
youth  I  know  that  we  were  rich. 

I  was  rich  in  love— not  in  self- 
centered  love  in  which  I  was  used  by 
my  family  in  their  joy  and  profit.  This 
love  enabled  me  to  know  that  I  was  a 
person  of  value.  I  knew  that  God 
loved  me.  Daily  through  their  actions 
and  words  I  knew  that  my  family 
loved  me.  My  riches  were  multiplied 
through  the  security  that  came  to  me 


as  my  family  surrounded  me  with 
their  acceptance. 

My  home  life  was  enriched  by  those 
valuable  gifts  of  trust,  honesty,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  respect.  It  was  during 
these  years  at  home  with  my  family 
that  I  learned  the  great  source  of 
happiness;  “It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive.”  Yes,  I  was 
rich!  Even  today  I  am  receiving 
great  benefits  from  my  rich  home 
life. 

I  could  not  say  that  my  home  was 
like  heaven.  However,  as  I  think  of 
the  words  that  Jesus  shared  with 
John  on  the  island  of  Patmos:  “. . . 
now  the  dwelling  of  God  is  with  men, 
and  he  will  live  with  them.  They  will 
be  his  people  and  God  himself  will  be 
with  them  and  be  their  God”  (Rev. 
21*  3  NI V ) ,  they  provide  a  happy  feel¬ 
ing  for  me. 

It  is  my  beUef  that  the  home  is  to  be 
like  heaven  in  that  the  great  truths 
found  in  heaven  are  to  practiced 
and  taught  in  the  home.  The  convic¬ 
tion  of  this  writer  is  that  the  warning 
Jesus  gave  to  his  disciples  is  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  home.  “Watch  out!  Be  on 
your  guard  against  all  kinds  of 
greed ;  a  man’s  life  does  not  consist  in 
the  abundance  of  his  possessions” 
(Luke  21:15  NIV).  It  is  through  the 
Christian  home  that  this  great  truth 
can  be  passed  on  best  from  one  gen¬ 
eration  to  another. 


MIKE  AULTMAN,  licensed  minister  and  member  of  Hickory  (Srove  Church,  Rt.2, 
Sumrall,  is  pictured  receiving  his  Pastoral  Ministries  Diploma.  Presenting  the 
diploma  is  the  Lamar  Aaaociation  director  of  miaeions,  Douglas  Benedict,  Sr. 
,  Pictured  with  them'are  Mike's  wife.  Connie,  and  their  pastor  Lamar  Williarm. 
;  Benedict  reported  that  Aultman  is  the  first  licensed  minister  to  receive  this 
diploma  through  an  associational  training  program  for  all  newly  licensed  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  Lamar  Association. 


W(X)DVILLE  HEIGHTS  OIURCH,  JACKSON,  recently  held  an  Acteens  recogni¬ 
tion  service,  using  the  theme,  "Go  Ye."  Acteens  who  had  achieved  the  level  of 
Queen  are,  left  to  right:  Allison  Parker,  Michelle  Adams,  Kristis  Lewis,  Karen 
Thornton,  Tricia  Minyard,  Patti  Redd,  and  Kim  Townsend.  The  Acteen  leaders  are 
Sharon  Travis  and  f^yllis  Thornton. 


A  group  from  First  Church.  New  Albany  recently  traveled  to  Laramie.  Wyoming, 
to  spend  a  week  at  University  Baptist  Church  directing  worship  services,  con¬ 
ducting  a  Vacation  Bible  School,  visiting  and  taking  com/nunity  surveys.  The 
church  is  located  near  the  University  of  Wyoming  campus  snd  is  considered  the 
fastest  growing  young  church  in  the  state.  Pictured  are  first  row,  from  left:  John 
Mitchell,  Hilds  Mitchell,  Katherine  Dulaney,  Sylvia  Nanney,  Phil  Nanney.  Second 
row,  from  left:  Jerry  Dulaney,  Lana  Hogue,  Christy  Littiejohn.  Kim  Moore.  Denise 
Alexander,  Carol  Powell  and  Lisa  Littlejohn.  Third  row,  from  left;  Steven 
Skinner,  Mark  Edwards,  Kelly  Nance.  Eric  Sumrall,  and  Ken  Williams. 


(herald  Hodges,  pastor,  burns  the  $1(X).000  note  signifying  the  clearance  of  alt 
debt  from  Southside  sanctuary  in  Aberdeen.  From  left  are  trustees,  Lewis  Dshlem 
and  Doc  Taylor;  Joe  Joyner,  former  minister  of  the  church;  Hodges;  Ricky 
Johnston,  former  minister  of  the  church;  and  Gene  Williams,  chairmsn  of  the 
Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 


Yazoo  Baptists 
work  in  Ohio 

A  group  of  14  volunteers  traveled 
from  Yazoo  County  to  Miamitown, 
Ohio,  to  work  at  First  Baptist  Church 
there  July  29-28.  These  14  who  were 
from  seven  churches  helped  with  the 
construction  of  a  33  by  87  foot  two 
story  activity  and  education  building 
for  the  church. 

An  Ohio  contractor  volunteered  to 
supervise  and  about  five  other  Ohio 
church  builders  served  as  volun¬ 
teers.  The  ten  men  from  Mississippi 
did  the  construction,  the  women  as¬ 
sisted  and  d'd  survey  work  in  a 
nearby  mobilt.  home  park. 

Work  began  on  a  Saturday  and 
when  the  group  left  the  following  Fri¬ 
day  the  church  had  worked  from  the 
basement  up  to  a  two  story  building 
completely  walled  in,  roofed,  with 
partitions,  stairway,  electrical  wir¬ 
ing,  and  some  plumbing.  Local 
church  members  will  do  the  finishing 
and  contractors  will  do  the  heating 
and  air  conditioning. 

A  videotape  of  the  work  is  available 
from  the  association  office,  and  team 
members  report  they  want  to  tell  the 
story  to  other  church  groups.  Team 
members  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petie 
Neely,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton 
Hayman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Buf- 
kin  ( He  is  pastor  of  C!oncord  Church ) , 
Lecil  Lee,  Tut  McGinty,  N.  W.  Rus¬ 
sell,  Bill  Thorp,  C^vin  Smith,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dan  (^le  who  are  from 
Ridgeway  Church,  Warren  Ckxinty), 
and  Lavon  Hatton  who  is  director  of 
missions  for  Warren  and  Yazoo 
(bounties. 


•V 


Bible  Book 


Followers  and  opponents  of  Christ 

By  VernoB  L.  Sftet,  Yazoo  Qty 
IJoha  2:18-4:1 


It  seems  that  there  are  fewer  and 
fewer  people  in  the  world  who  will 
identify  themselves  as  either  for  or 
against  issues  of  spiritual  impor¬ 
tance.  John’s  imperative,  “abide  in 
him’’  (2:28),  separated  those  who 
were  for  and  those  who  were  against 
C^irist. 

1 

I.  The  threat  of  the  antichrists  (2:18- 

3:3) 

John  was  not  being  so  bold  as  to 
pinpoint  an  exact  time  of  the  Second 
Coming,  but  he  was  saying  that  it  was 
an  hour  that  could  be  the  last  hour. 
His  chief  concern  was  that  in  the  final 
time  before  the  event,  the  (Christians 
should  be  wary  of  the  antichrists— 
those  who  denied  (Christ’s  deity  and 
humanity. 

Many  in  the  early  church  tried  to 
adapt  the  gnostic  philosophy  to  that 
of  the  (Christian  church.  John  and 
other  church  leaders  opposed  such  a 
merger,  thereby  causing  the  leaders 
of  the  movement  to  leave  the  church. 
To  John,  their  departure  wasn’t  a 
loss  because  they  were  never  really 
of  the  church  (v.  19). 

B.  F.  Westcott  defined  John’s  in¬ 
tent  in  w.  12-14:  “The  object  of  the 
apostle  in  writing  was  not  to  com¬ 
municate  fresh  knowledge,  but  to 
bring  into  active  . . .  use  the  know¬ 
ledge  which  his  readers  already  pos¬ 
sessed.” 

The  Gnostics  didn’t  recognize 
Jesus’  deiW  but  claimed  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  (iod.  John  retorted  that  he 
who  denies  the  Son'has  not  the  Father 

Uniform 


either  (v.  23). 

Despite  the  teachings  of  the  here¬ 
tics  surrounding  them,  John  said  that 
the  (Christians  could  be  steadfast. 
They  could  depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  lead  them  as  they  distinguished  be¬ 
tween  the  truths  of  (Christ  and  the  lies 
of  gnosticism. 

They  were  to  be  ever  prepared  for 
his  coming  and  the  best  way  to  be  so 
was  to  “abide  in  him”  (v.  28)  on  a 
daily  basis.  The  righteousness  of 
their  lives  spoke  of  the  de^ee  of  their 
relationship  to  God.  What  a  privilege 
to  be  called  the  children  of  CM !  What 
a  responsibility— a  responsibility 
made  easier  knowing  that  one  day  we 
will  see  God  and  will  be  like  him 
(3:1-3). 

II.  Characterized  by  righteousness 
(3:4-18) 

John  wrote  that  “No  one  who 
abides  in  him  sins  . . .”  (v.  6)  but  he 
wasn’t  contradicting  what  he  had 
said  earlier  about  sin  (1:8).  He  was 
saying  that  when  we  continue  to 
commit  sin  or  live  in  sin  on  a  continu¬ 
ing  basis,  we  are  not  of  (Clod.  John 
didn’t  demand  a  life  without  sin  but 
rather,  a  life  always  on  guard  against 
sin.  He  demanded  a  life  where  sin  is 
not  commonplace— where  it  isn’t  the 
accepted  way  of  life.  A  (Christian  will 
sin  but  his  sin  must  be  a  concern  that 
causes  him  to  be  always  in  prayer  to 
(jod  for  forgiveness. 

III.  Love— the  paramouat  ri^teous- 
ness  (3:11-24) 

What  is  THE  most  important  man¬ 


date  given  to  the  (Christian?  We  are  to 
love  one  another  (v.  11).  Love  sum¬ 
marized  the  (Christian  ethic.  The 
Christian’s  love  must  be  de¬ 
monstrated  by  deeds,  not  just  words 
(V.  18). 

This  mandate  runs  contrary  to  the 
world  and  John  warned  that  they 
would  be  hated  by  the  world.  The 
Christian,  without  saying  a  word, 
acts  as  society’s  conscience,  there¬ 
fore,  the  world  will  hate  him. 

How  canjwe  know  that  we  have  that 
special  kind  of  love?  John’s  way  of 
telling  was  quite  simple.  If  we  feel 
love  for  mankind  in  our  hearts,  we 
can  be  sure  that  we  have  that  special 
love,  despite  what  our  conscience 
tells  us.  ^fore  we  can  love  others, 
however,  we  must  first  “believe  in 
the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  (Christ”  ( v. 
23). 

rV.  The  acid  test  (4:14) 

The  heretics  were  everywhere. 
How  would  the  (Christians  1^  able  to 
determine  when  a  prophet  was  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Spirit  of  God  or  by  a 
false  spirit?  Not  only  did  the  false 
teachers  deny  the  deity  of  (Christ,  but 
they  also  denied  that  (Christ  was  ac¬ 
tually  a  human  being.  John  said  that 
if  a  prophet  didn’t  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  had  come  in  the  flesh,  that 
prophet  is  not  of  God  (w.  3-4). 

The  false  and  the  true  followar^ 
live  in  two  different  worlds.  Although 
the  former’s  rhetoric  is  splendid,  the 
followers  of  Christ  can  be  spotted 
easily  because  only  they  abide  in 
(Christ. 


Paul’s  conversion  to  the  Way 


By  Bobby  Lee,  Pupelo 
Acts  7:59  to  8:1;  9:3-8;  Gal.  1:11-17 


This  five  session  unit  provides  a 
lesson  on  Paul’s  conversion  and  addi¬ 
tional  studies  on  the  necessity  of 
faith,  the  problem  of  sin,  the  struggle 
to  do  right,  and  life  in  the  spirit.  The 
purpose  of  this  unit  is  to' help  adults 
discover  the  meaning  of  conversion, 
the  nature  of  sin,  and  the  life-giving 
power  of  the  spirit. 

The  stoning  of  Stephen  ( Acts  7 : 59  to 
8:1).  Stephen  was  the  first  (Christiein 
martyr.  (Crucifixion  was  a  terrible 
means  of  death.  Stoning  must  have 
been  equally  terrible.  The  (Christian 
must  be  prepared  to  suffer  for  his 
faith  if  necessary.  One  goal  for  a 
Christian  is  to  glorify  God.  This  is  to 
be  done  in  life  or  in  death,  whichever 
the  case  may  be.  (See  Philippians 
1:20). 

When  Jesus  was  upon  the  cross, 
facing  death,  he  talked  to  (jod.  Now, 
as  Stephen  faces  death,  he  talks  to 
(}od,  too.  It  is  good  to  be  able  to  call 
upon  (}od  in  one’s  hour  of  death.  An 
individual  is  not  ready  to  live  until  he 
is  ready  to  die.  An  aged  saint  was 
facing  the  final  momoits  of  his  life. 
He  called  his  children  around  his  bed . 
Then  he  said,  “(Come  see  how  a  (Chris¬ 
tian  can  die.”  I  believe  with  all  my 
heart  that  (^  gives  dying  grace  to 
his  children.  We  have  grace  to  live 
by,  and  we  have  grace  to  die  by. 

If  we  live  wrong,  we  can’t  exp^  to 


die  right.  But  if  we  live  right,  we  don’t 
have  to  die  wrong.  We  can  have  the 
assurance  that  God  will  receive  us 
when  we  die.  This  is  not  to  emphasize 
right  living  in  order  to  have  salva¬ 
tion.  But  we  must  not  minimize  God’s 
demand  that  we  live  right. 

As  Stephen  was  dying,  he  prayed  a 
marvelous  prayer  of  forgiveness  for 
those  who  took  his  life.  Where  do  you- 
think  Stephen  learned  to  pray  like 
this?  j 

We  remember  the  prayer  of  Moses 
for  a  sinning  people  in  Exodus  3:30- 
35.  We  all  know  the  example  of  Jesus 
in  Luke  23:34.  And  Paul  prayed  for 
his  people  in  Romans  9:1-33.  If  we 
only  had  and  exercised  the  spirit  of 
forgiveness  that  Stephen  did,  there 
would  be  greater  harmony  in  our 
churches  today.  This  we  should  do, 
not  only  in  death,  but  in  life  as  well. 

The  words  “he  fell  asleep”  is  an 
expression  that  refers  to  death. 

In  Acts  8: 1  we  have  mentioned  the 
name  of  Saul.  This  was  the  name  of 
the  apostle  Paul  before  he  was  con¬ 
verted.  A  new  name  often  was  used  to 
denote  a  new  relationship  with  God. 

What  part  did  Paul  have  in  the 
death  of  Stephen?  Paul  was  doing  ev¬ 
erything  he  could  to  persecute  the  fol¬ 
lowers  til  Jesus.  The  death  of  Stephen 
was  just  one  of  the  many  acts  of  per¬ 
secution  Paul  had  a  part  in.  But  here 
was  something  about  the  way 


Stephen  died  that  Paul  could  not  get 
out  of  mind.  His  conscience  spoke  to 
him,  and  apparently  this  stoning  of 
Stephen  played  a  part  in  Paul  being 
converted. 

There  is,  also,  a  mention  of  perse¬ 
cution  against  the  church  at 
Jerusalem.  Oftentimes  we  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  why  of  persecution.  If 
the  (Christians  had  not  been  scattered 
abroad  by  persecution,  the  Christian 
faith  may  never  have  gotten  out  of 
Jerusalem .( See  Acts  8 : 4 )  Also  notice 
that  it  was  not  the  apostles  who 
preached  the  word.  What  we  term  the 
layman  was  the  one  who  did  the 
preaching.  If  the  church  members 
today  leave  all  the  witnessing  up  to 
the  pastor,  the  world  will  never  be 
reached  for  Christ. 

The  conversion  of  Paul  (Acts  9:3- 
8).  Paul  was  on  his  way  to  Damascus 
for  further  persecutions.  A  great 
light  shone  upon  him  and  he  heard  a 
voice  speak  to  him.  Now  Paul  had  a 
dramatic  conversion  experience.  But 
my  conversion  was  just  as  real,  even 
though  there  was  no  light  nor  voice 
from  heaven.  Your  conversion  ex¬ 
perience  doesn’t  have  to  be  exactly 
like  everyone  else’s.  People  are  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  their  conversion  experi¬ 
ences  may  differ. 

In  verses  4-5  Jesus  let  Paul  know 
that  when  he  was  persecuting  the 
disciples  of  the  Lord  he  waspersecut- 
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Most  (A  us  have  a  hard  time  accefit- 
ing  the  idea  of  stewardship.  We  have 
grown  up  with  a  concept  of  ownership 
and  our  object  in  life  is  to  get  to  the 
place  where  we  are  owners  rather 
than  renters.  We  also  want  to  be  in¬ 
dependent.  To  accept  the  fact  we  are 
obligated  to  someone  else  tends  to 
destroy  our  independence.  (Xir  temp¬ 
tation  is  declare  our  independence 
and  completely  ignore  our  steward¬ 
ship  responsibility. 

During  my  seminary  days  I  pas- 
tored  a  rural  church  where  every 
man  in  the  church  was  a  farmer  and 
not  a  single  one  of  them  owned  any 
land.  Some  of  them  farmed  large 
tracts  of  land  and  were  quite  pros¬ 
perous,  but  none  of  them  owned  land. 
The  amount  of  rent  paid  depended 
up<Ni  the  crop.  They  paid  one  third  of 
the  com  and  one  fourth  of  the  cotton 
they  produced  to  the  land  owner. 
Each  year  the  owner  would  come,  go 
over  the  books  and  the  land,  talk  over 
problems,  and  make  plans  fdr  the 
next  year.  If  the  owners  were  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  the  way  things  were  go¬ 
ing,  he  would  simply  terminate  the 
contract  and  the  farmer  had  to  find 
another  place  to  farm. 

In  our  lesson  this  week  Jesus  is  de¬ 
aling  with  a  simiiar  situation .  He  tells 
of  a  mqh  who  had  a  valuable  and  well 
develop  piece  of  land  which  he  had 
■enWIsfM  to  a  group  of  men.  The 
owner  apparently  lived  some  dis¬ 
tance  away  and  seldom  came  to 
check  on  his  property.  After  the  har¬ 
vest  was  completed  he  sent  a  servant 
to  collect  his  part  of  the  profit.  The 
men  refused  to  give  the  servant  the 
owner’s  part  and  instead  abused  him 
and  sent  him  back  empty  handed. 
They  even  went  so  far  as  to  kill  one  of 
the  servants. 

The  owner  could  hardly  believe 
that  these  men  would  act  like  that  so 
he  sent  the  servants  to  collect  what 
was  due.  To  his  dismay  they  treated 
these  servants  as  they  had  the  others. 

'The  owner  then  decided  to  send  his 
only  son,  feeling  that  these  men 
would  respect  him  more  than  a  ser¬ 
vant.  Instead  these  men  reasoned 
that  the  owner  was  probably  dead, 
they  could  now  kill  tbe  heir  and  the 
land  would  be  theirs.  So  they  killed 
the  Son.  Then  Jesus  asked  his  audi¬ 
ence  wha’  the  owner  of  the  land 
would  do  when  he  himself  came  to 
have  an  accounting.  They  rightly 
answered  that  he  would  take  the  land 
away  from  them  and  entrust  its  use  to 
others  who  would  be  honest. 

The  parable  has  a  specific  refer- 


ing  Jesus  himself.  Jesus  identified 
himself  with  persecutions  of  His 
people. 

In  verse  6  Paul  asks  a  question  that 
all  Christians  need  to  ask.  “Lord, 
what  will  you  have  me  to  do?’ 

Panl’s  gospel  (Galatians  1:11-17). 
Paul  let  the  Galatian  church  know 
that  what  he  was  now  preaching  did 
not  come  from  man.  It  was  a  direct 
revelation  fr(Hn  Jesus.  Paul  had  been 
a  persecutor  of  the  church.  Some¬ 
thing  drastic  had  taken  place  in  his 
life.  One  thing  Paul  was  sure  of  and 
that  was  that  he  had  been  chosen  by 
(jod  for  special  service  (v.  15). 


ence  to  Israel’s  rejection  of  Jesus  and 
as  a  consequence  (jod’s  rejection  of 
Israel  and  the  entrusting  of  the  king¬ 
dom  to  Cliristians.  It  also  has  several 
lessons  in  it  which  are  applicable  to 
those  who  believe. 

The  first  one  is  that  God  is  the 
owner  and  we  have  been  entrusted  a 
portion  of  land  to  use  and  develop  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  desires.  We  are  in  no 
sense  the  owner.  We  are  renters. 

The  seciHMl  lesson  is  that  we  are  to 
pay  rent.  (Jod  has  not  given  us  a  free 
ride.  He  expects  a  return  on  his  in¬ 
vestment.  And  if  we  did  not,  we  would 
consider  him  a  very  poor  business 
num  indeed.  We  need  not  think  we  are 
better  business  people  than  God.  And 
none  of  us  would  have  property  that 
we  did  not  expect  a  return  from. 

The  third  lesson  is  that  when  we 
refuse  to  pay  him  his  proportionate 
share  we  are  seeking  to  deny  his 
ownership  and  appropriate  all  the 
possessions  to  ourselves.  When  we 
refuse  to  pay ,  we  are  sa}dng  we  do  not 
owe.  This  kind  of  selfish  dishonestly 
leads  to  self  destruction.  Of  course 
the  person  is  blinded  for  the  moment, 
seeing  only  the  amount  he  is  getting 
now.  He  cannot  see  that  on  down  the 
road  there  is  an  accounting  which 
will  seal  his  doom. 

Another  important  lesson  is  that  an 
honest  return  of  the  owner’s  share  to 
him  blesses  the  life  of  the  tenant.  It  is 
the  recognition  of  (Jod’s  ownership 
and  of  our  trusteeship.  It  recognizes 
our  relationship  to  G^  and  enriches 
our  total  experience.  This  is  no  effort 
to  buy  God  off  and  get  him  to  do  more 
for  us.  It  is  the  recognition  that  all  we 
have  is  God’s  and  we  gratefully 
acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
him. 

One  can  argue  all  he  wants  about 
stewardship.  We  can  find  all  kinds  of 
excuses  for  not  returning  to  God  his 
part.  We  do  not  even  have  to  have 
excuses;  we  can  just  refuse  to  do  it. 
We  can  even  pretend  to  others  we  are 
returning  it  when  in  truth  we  are 
keeping  it  for  ourselves.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  all  we  have  belongs  to 
God,  and  we  are  just  stewards.  The 
way  we  handle  that  stewardship  af¬ 
fects  us  much  more  than  it  does  God. 
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